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In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 


And who is better in speech than he who calls unto God and does good 
and says, ‘Verily, I am of the Moslems.’ 941:33) 
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In the history of peoples and communities, sensitive moments and 
turning points always exist and in those moments, objective and subjec¬ 
tive conditions prepare for real transformation and a fundamental and 
basic revolution. But the extent to which this revolution and transfor¬ 
mation can take place in these moments most certainly depends upon 
the extent to which the people of this nation and community have 
found subjective transformations and changes in belief and to what ex¬ 
tent they believe in their goals, ideals, desires and finally the belief in 
the fact that their destiny takes shape by means of their own hands. In 
order to change the present situation into the desired state, to what 
extent are they prepared to put forth efforts and self-sacrifice. 

Without doubt, the present Islamic community is passing through 
one of these sensitive moments and turning points. The future will 
show that we Moslems, at the present time, are standing upon one of 
I he most determinating culminating points of the history of Islam. The 
direction and way of the future of Islam, more than at any other time, 
depends upon the will power, faith and efforts of today’s Moslems. 

The existing context — whether internally within the Islamic com¬ 
munity or on a global scale — is completely prepared for a revolution 
and deep transformation in the complex of the world of Islam. The ex¬ 
tent to which the Moslems themselves shared in the bringing about of 
I his suitable context is not important^The important thing is that exis¬ 
ting conditions which essentially stem from unavoidable political and 
economic transformations of the most recent years of our world, re¬ 
sult in a kind of severe dependence of third world countries upon deve¬ 
loped countries, prepares a suitable context towards a transformation 
and change to the advantage of freedom and real independence of the 
whole of the third world and, in particular, the world of Islam. - ) 

Fortunately, the world of Islam has ample privileges in comparison 
to other third world countries whose efforts are put forth for freedom 
and independence. The most important of these privileges is Islam as a 
Ircedom-giving school of thought and a way of life and Islamic culture 
which acts as a rich and fertile support. Without doubt, if Moslems de¬ 
cide to stand upon their own feet and find their own real identity and 
without fear or the feeling of inferiority and inadequacy, lean upon 










their religion and culture not only will they be able to free themsel 
from the claws of colonialism, stagnation and backwardness which 1 
gripped them for more than two centuries, but they can simply devel 
themselves into the form of a ‘forceand a third power’. 

In order to transform the world of Islam into a third force whi< 
taking into consideration its possibilities and its natural wealth, can e 
ily be changed into the most powerful pole of the world. They are la< 
ing nothing other than will power, faith, self-reliance and continue 
efforts, faith in religion and one’s school of thought, faith in culti 
and one’s authentic, historical identity and finally faith in the fact tl 
one must build one’s destiny oneself and not that one be a toy in t 
hands of the powers and super-powers. 

In the midst of this, Islam, this most perfect and highest of revi 
led religions and also the culture of Islam are endless sources which c 
help the community of Islam seek its freedom from the bonds of co 
nialism and backwardness. But the important point is here that if th< 
two are not understood correctly, not only will they not help the gre 
ness, independence and self-sufficiency of the Moslem community, b 
it is possible that they will lead them to their further and more sev< 
dependence. 

*** 

The explanation of this point that the understanding and comp 
hension of Moslems of Islam and Islamic culture, in particular, that 
the intellectual and educated Moslems in this century, takes time. H< 
they are effected by the criteria, rules and finally, the taste of and t 
particular view of Western culture? To what extent does this view le 
to metamorphosis and the altering of Islam? To sum up, it must be s< 
that this problem exists and it itself is one of the most important fi 
tors, perhaps, the most important factor because efficiency and t 
thundering force of Islam, this Divine generosity in the freeing of t 
Islamic community, has been down away with. In truth, this is t 
erxonous use and incorrect interpretation of Moslems which did aw 
with the great force and the force of being a builder of destiny of Isk 
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and they continue to do so, otherwise. Islam is that very religion which 
throughout its history, in whatever time that it was correctly compre¬ 
hended and interpreted, it was s factor of glory, gTeatness and the 
happiness of Moslems. Thus, the present most essential and imme¬ 
diate duty of we Moslems is that we correct our comprehension and 
understanding of Islam which is powerfully effected by the spirit of 
our times and that is effected by Western culture. From another puint 
of view, to what extent can Moslems make use of Islam as a religion, 
creative school of thought and the giving of freedom and of the cul¬ 
ture of Islam as a rich and fertile support towards its salvation and inde¬ 
pendence. It most certainly depends upon to what extent they can free 
themselves from the bonds of suppositions, pre-judgments, the feelings 
of inferiority and finally fear and inferiority in face of others and the 
activation of the spirit of the dominated of our time. 

The individuals of a community who desire independence must 
have first reached independence. Independence, before being economic 
and political, is intellectual and cultural. An independent people and 
community need independent people and people are independent who 
do not fear singularity and independence The individual who is captive 
of his own subjective suppositions, the suppostions which directly and 
indirectly come about by means of colonialists and their propaganda 
and captive of the inferiority complex and inadequacies and all of his 
efforts are this that however much he builds himself according to the 
tastes of others, however much his faith and beliefs and finally, religion, 
history and his personality is altered and destroyed, he cannot be inde¬ 
pendent. Such a person cannot defend the independence of his nation 
and community. A nation and a community can be independent who 
al least respects himself, he takes on the form of self-respect. Self-res¬ 
pect means respect of principles, criteria, genuine ideals and his non¬ 
alteration. No people or community can attract the respect of another 
lo an extent greater than his own self-respect. 

Let us shorten our words. Until the time that each individual of 
a nation does not reach independence and obtain the state of self- 
respect and his principles and criteria and he has not re-found his per 
(tonality and real identity and has not found faith in his return lo the 
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self of himself, his religion, history and his culture, speaking abou 
independence will be no more than a falsity or, at the most, a slogan 
Those people and that community is independent which, without an; 
fear or awe intends to live by his culture, and ideals and not that hi 
makes useless efforts so taht it correspondsto criteria and other’s taste 
and which not only do they not have any relationship to his culture an< 
religion, but they are essentially opposed and even in contradiction ti 
them. 

More frightening than this is that not only does he live accordini 
to the tastes of others, but, in order to make it acceptable to others, hi 
explains his religion, history and culture in such a way, or let’s say, al 
ters it in such a way and takes pride in the very metamorphosized reli 
gion, history and culture which have been metamorphosized by his ow] 
hands. He forgets that before pride in such a religion and culture is ai 
honor to that religion and culture because of its inherent values, it is ai 
honor which has been poured into the framework and criteria whic 
is shown as being progressive and making it acceptable depends upoi 
those criteria which can be researched and, more correctly, have beei 
altered. 

* * * 

For the correct understanding and analysis of this problem of th< 
tact that our understanding of Islam and Islamic culture is effected by 1 
criteria, tastes and special methods of the West, we must know the cul 
ture ot the West and its pccularities. This is outside the scope of ou: 
discussion. But why should we hide it? Essentially, this culture, thesi 
rules, criteria and world view and way of thinking, if they are complete¬ 
ly against the rules, the world view of religion and the substance of rel¬ 
igion, in particular, Islam, they are at best, most often, opposite. 

The essential substance of each religion is nothing more than fait! 
in God and than that the human being must live for the sake of Got 
and according to God’s commands which are nothing other than those 
religious commands. Thus the message of each religion is that the hu¬ 
man being yields to God and His commands while the essential kerna 
of today’s way of thinking rests upon a kind of centering on humanitj 
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and it is upon this principle that the new culture and civilization have 
taken shape and its rules and criteria are brought into being. This has 
progressed to the point that people of our times think that it is even 
this religion which must serve people and not the opposite, 
the method of study and way of thinking of contemporary beings 
is incapable of comprehending the real identity of religion. To what 
extent is it barren and incapable? 

Here the discussion is not about the truth of religion. The dis¬ 
cussion is about the fact that if we want to understand this religion, 
understand it as it is and not as we want it to be or we expect it to be, 
our study of it must be based upon its spirit and criteria. This ques¬ 
tion, in particular, in knowing Islam encounters more importance. This 
stems from the spread and depth of knowing Islam. That is, not only in 
the relationship of man and God spoken about, but also all of the pro¬ 
blems which a human being encounters with them. They have a kind of 
cosmology, historiology, anthropology and finally, a theology which 
are particular and which do not have the slightest similarity with that 
which the new culture has expressed about this. 

Now if we have accepted that Islam is a widespread complex 
which has a particular method of understanding and interpretation of 
I lie world, history and human beings, this method has no similarity 
with the new way of thinking. Thus, why should we study it from be¬ 
hind rose colored glasses where the color of the glass determines the 
view of the world, criteria, and rules of the new culture. Worse than 
this, in order to prove its identicalness, we attempt to explain it and 
Interpret it. Is not the least danger of such a study the alteration of 
Islam? 

It is our duty to make Islam be known correctly and not to make 
il acceptable. When the aim became to defend Islam by making it ac¬ 
ceptable then it is Islam which is the sacrifice of the tasts and criteria of 
olhers. In this way,not only have we altered Islam but we have proved 
self-loss and we have given rise to feelings of inferiority and self-inade¬ 
quacies. The person who is attached to his beliefs simply because it is 
acceptable by others, even though this taste is inherently against the 
substance of those beliefs, in truth, the taste of others makes his per- 
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sonality and authenticity. This tells of the greatest extent of inf eriorii 
and self-in adequacy. 

These words are not only correct about the study of Islam, b 
also correct about the study of Islamic culture. The principles of thi 
king and world view of the West is based upon a kind of self-centere 
ness and absoluteness. Not only does he look out upon the whole oft 
world and history solely from the window of his culture, civilizatii 
and interests, but, essentially, he knows his culture and civilization 
be of the highest ever bom. That is, not only does he understand t 
past history and legacy of others in relationship to the special grow 
of his culture and civilization, but the principle of his judgment abo 
them is based upon the fact that this culture and civilization in tots 
to what extent is it agreeable and in accordance with his personalit 
criteria and tastes. 

From another point of view, the clear-sightedness and way of thi 
king of the West in knowing other cultures and, in particular the ci 
ture of Islam, depends upon a kind of selected knowing along with pi 
judgment. That is, in the first place, from that which we call Islam 
culture and which has come into being 14 centuries ago, only choos 
those elements which in his opinion have played a role in the grow 
° Western culture. Secondly, he looks with a kind of pre-judgment tl 
pre-judgment of which is influenced by knowing the value system’ar 
his tastes. In his opinion, the value of this culture is suitable with tl 

balance ot its harmony with that very particular taste and his ow 
cntena. 

With such a method, what value can studying Islamic culture < 
any other culture have? To what extent does it have the qualificatioi 
to tell of the truth and nature of this culture?The truths and realitii 
will only be understood when, in the first place, they are studied i 
their totality and completeness. And secondly, they are studied and n 
searched with attention to its spirit and particular criteria. 

It is most unfortunate that most of the almost unanimous Moslei 
intellectuals and educated people with such a view and criteria which 
m the first place, is strongly quantitical and secondly, is strongly infli 
enced by pride and unlimited prejudice of the West. They have studi© 
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Mam and Islamic culture and continue to study it. More unfortunate 
than this is that they never doubt their method of knowing and essenti¬ 
ally, is their method right or wrong. Based upon such a knowing, they 
wimt to save their society. 

If Islam is just and valuable, it is because of its inherent values and 
imlhs and not because it suits the criteria of others. Attempts towards 
proving the truths or valuableness of Islam by showing its harmonious¬ 
ness with other cultures and schools of thought, rather than outwardly 
defending Islam, is an implied defense of those schools of thought and 
cultures. If we know Islam to be just, it is other thoughts and schools of 
thoughts which must be measured with it and not Islam with them. 

I liese words in particular are more important when speaking about 
Islam because Islam is eternal, it is a Divine religion, revealed to a crea¬ 
ture whom God sent for the guidance and happiness of human beings 
which is the source of all perfection. Thus, in the same way that God is 
I lie gathering of all absolute perfections, Islam is also the gathering of 
all absolute perfections as well as Islamic culture. Without doubt, Islam¬ 
ic society cannot find its way without the help of its culture which is 
I lie heritage of 14 centuries of struggle and activities. But the question 
Is this that these cultures can only help the Islamic community when 
llu-y are understood in totality and completnesss and with attention to 
their spirit, nature and criteria. 

The value of this culture as a rich, historic support and also as 
ii solution for the future of the Islamic community, relates to its es¬ 
sence and nature and not because it helped new cultural growth. Of 
course, this does not mean that Islamic culture has no value because of 
its help in bringing about the new culture. Rather, the question is this 
Unit this is just one of the values of this culture and not all of them. 
Pretending greatness and relying upon this segment not only does not 
help the better knowing of the value of the greatness and glory of the 
Islamic culture, rather, in that way, other segments are not taken into 
consideration. Its least result is the ignoring of the highest and most 
valuable segments of this culture which have no effect, from the point 
of view of measuring by quantity, in the bringing about of the new cul¬ 
ture. 
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Let us speak more briefly and frankly. Ve are Moslems and fa 
lowers of the Qoran. The person who believes in Islam must accept a 
of it. The Qoran strongly criticizes people who accept some part of 
and ignore other parts. Thus, if we have accepted the Qoran in totalil 
and completely, the Qoran frankly states, ‘Verily this Qoran guidi 
unto that which is the most upright and announces glad tidings uni 
the believers who do good that they shall have a great reward.’ (1 7:9). 

Tens of verses and hundreds of Traditions can be found simili 
to this which, in a direct and indirect way, give reasoning for this sul 
ject. Now if we have accepted these subjects, we must seriously, in on 
understanding and comprehension, revise our view- of Islam. It is m 
that the Qoran says, ‘And lose you not heart and grieve you not, f< 
you shall gain the upper hand, if you only be true believers.’ (3:139 
Is it not that the Qoran frankly says, ‘Ye shall gain the upper hand 
you only be true believers.’?! What is the result of these words? Is 
other than that if we are not believers thus we do not have the upp< 
hand? Is it not that the Qoran says about the Islamic community 
You are the best group that has been brought forth for mankind 
(3:110) or it says, ‘But for God is all honor and for His Prophet an 
for the believers.’(63:&). 

These verses can serve as good examples of our incorrect compr 
hension of Islam and our imperfect faith towards Islam. Thus, in th 
first place, we must revise our understanding and faith towards Islan 
If this word does not take form today, tomorrow will be too late. Ij 
is not clear whether or not in the near future such an opportunity wi 
be obtained like the present one so that the community of Islam ca 
take advantage of its independence, freedom, glory and greatness. 

Yes. It would be tragic if the powerful and thundering of th 
revival of Islam’ which in the last few years has spread throughout till 
Islamic world and reached its climax with the victory of the Islamfl 
Revolution ol Iran, is silenced unless it achieve a correct interpretatioi 
of Islam and Islamic culture. Every social flow, necessarily must have: 
suitable support system as to thought and belief, otherwise, sooner o 
later, it will be destroyed. History remembers many strong wi 
powers — builders ol destiny — which have been silenced because the 


ft >uJd not contain its thought and culture. 

The strong wave of the ‘revival of Islam’ results from the firm will 
niitl thunderous pure feelings which are urgently needed for a correct 
Interpretation of Islam and Islamic culture. This duty, in the first place, 
fulls the attention of the religious scholars ( ulama ) and Moslem thinkers 
who can however quickly offer the interpretation to eager Moslems. 
I lie religious scholars and responsible thinkers with faith who have no 
I im pose other than serving Islam and Moslems and who were always 
linn like a mountain, they feared no blame from any accusers, and in¬ 
troduced Islam as it really is and not as they wanted it to be or that 
they accepted it to be. Neither do they fear from the dominating 
power of the attractive forces of Western culture nor are they subdued 
by power and bewitched by the East and West, rather they lean upon 
Islam and rely on God, the Most High. 

What is the explaination of the role of Islam in bringing about 
I lie Revolution of Iran and the reason why this Revolution is an Islamic 
will he lengthy. But, in summary, it must be said that this revolution 
resulted from the sacrifice, perseverance and the seeking of martyrdom 
ol the people who knew and still know that their ideals and ideas are 
crystallized and embodied in Islam, the people who did not think about 
anything other than Islam and still do not. Those people wanted Islam 
mid nothing else. Thus, their Revolution was for the establishment of a 
lust Islamic government before it was a toppling of the filthy, hired 
I’nhlavi dynasty and the anti-Islamic sinister regime of the monarchy. 
Essentially, they opposed the Pahlavi regime which was a barrier to¬ 
wards the establishment of an Islamic government for, in essence, it 
was Islam and nothing else. 

Yes. It was Islam that not only gave perseverance to the people of 
lian when confronted by the most savage and tragic massacres, plunder 
and murder but also it made them withstand penetration when con¬ 
fronted by the conspiracies and the propaganda of the earth-devourers 
against them. Thus, the Islamic Revolution of Iran whether before 
vlt lory or after victory was not only inclined towards the super-powers 
hut even by leaning upon Islam and its Islamic identity, it stood against 
them. 
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The most important slogans of the Revolution of Iran, whethej 
before or after the Revolution are the slogans of ‘■independence, free! 
dom, Islamic Republic'. The victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran 
proved its correctness in the best form possible. The/ would not have!* 
know Islam if it had, from tlie point of view of the Iranian nation 
been less interpreted as the embodiment of the complex of their ideals 
and ideas and Islam as the container of all of their desires. This Revo¬ 
lution, without, doubt, would not have achieved victory. This Revolu¬ 
tion. in the first place, is Islamic for the reason that Islam was not only 
the means for achieving other goals, but from the point of view of the 
Iranian nation, it was a goal which with its accomplish merits, all othei 
desires were realized. 

Without doubt, in bringing about this way of thinking and follow¬ 
ing it. this Islamic Revolution of Iran with the guidelines of the leadei 
of the Revolution, Imam Khomeini, has played a most sensitive role 
and has been an essential determining factor. The most important 
particularities of Imam Khomeini is his true faith in Islam and his' 
active committment to it and Ins incomparable trust in God, the Most 
High. The most important particularity of his understanding of Islam 
is that this interpretation and way of understanding is in no way ef¬ 
fected by Western culture. For him, Islam is pertinent and not some¬ 
thing else. The best witness for this subject are his messages, writings 
and more important than all of these, his behaviour and his way of 
life. Thus, careful consideration of his views and messages will not only 
effectively help in the better and deeper understanding of the Revol¬ 
ution of Iran, but also it will help with the correct understanding of 
Islam and essentially, religion. 

The present collection which has been gathered for the above 
mentioned reasons, are only a very small part of his speeches and mes¬ 
sages aftei the victory of the Revolution with the hope that they can 
be effective in providing a direction for growth and further richness of 
the Islamic movement. 

‘And among them there are some who say, ‘Our Lord! Give us 
good in this world and good in the hereafter and save us from the tor¬ 
ment of the Fire.’ (2:201) 


THE FIRST DAY OF GOD'S RULE 

April 3, 1979. Imam Khomeini issused an announcement in which he 
ci lared the establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 


In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

And We intend to bestow Our favour upon those who 
were considered to be deprived in the land 
and to make them the Imams /guides in faith / 
and to make them heirs. (28:5) 

1 congratulate the Iranian nation which has been downgraded dur¬ 
ing the long monarchial period. The Almighty God helped us to destroy 
|lie old tyrannical regime with our strong hands which is the power of 
lie deprived. With the establishment of the Islamic Republic, you gran- 
od them this real legacy. I announce the Islamic Republic of Iran on 
this blessed day, the day of the leadership of the community, the day 
>1 I he victory of the people. I announce to the world that such a re- 
crcndum has never been experienced in the history of Iran. 

1 announce to the world that in the history of Iran such a refer- 
•ntlum has never been held when the people from one end of the coun- 
Iry to the other with eagerness and love went to the voting polls and 
live their positive vote and there the tyrannical regime of the monar- 
hy was thrown into the waste basket of oblivion forever. 

I appreciate the unique solidari ty which, other than a fistful of 
|mlventurers and people without knowledge of God, all cried out to the 
[heavens, ‘accepted’ ( labaika ) and with a unanimous vote, gave a posi¬ 
tive response for the Islamic Republic and proved their political growth 
and social growth to both the West and the East. 

Blessings upon you the day that, after the mart yrdo m of our 
courageous young people and the unlimited sufferings of the mothers 
and fathers, struck down the monstrous enemy, the Pharaoh of our 
lime and with a overwhelming vote for the Islamic Republic, you an- 
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nounced the government of Divine Justice, a government in which 
sections of the population can be seen with one view. The light 
Divine Justice falls upon all evenly. The rain of Compassion of t 
Qoran and the Traditions falls upon everyone evenly. Blessings be up< 


:nd equal. Blessings exist in piety, higher ethical virtues and got 


population reached their real rights. 


My brothers! It is not too late, no matter what class you come 
lorn, to come and act in a brotherly way with these people on their 
nth. None of you are among this group here. Come and join these 
oople. Be of one voice. Come. Be loyal to Islam which saved all of 


you for such a government where differences of races and black at on witlPgrateTuIness to the blessings of Islam. Exist for Islam. My 
white, Turk or Pars, ICurd or Balucli, is not debated. All are brothe nothers, whatever you want, Islam has. That which you want is in a 


tmer of these schools. See their way of life and compare it to those 


eds. Blessings upon you for the day when all of the sections of tl Idiose hearts beat for humanity, that is, with the pen, with expression, 


re what state they are in. See what the life of the clergyman is. See 


There is no difference between man and woman, or between re dial the life of this worker and peasant is. See what the life of a trades- 
gious minorities and others. The tyrant has been buried. Rebellionliim is. Think for them. 


buried after him. The country is saved from internal and external foi] 
eign enemies and plunderers. 


Now you, the courageous nation, are guardians of the Islam pent anything from your pockets for these people? I refer to your 


Republic. You should preserve this divine gift firmly and do not 1 
opportunists and remnants of the old regime, who are sitting in ai 


bush, agents of the international pirates and devourers of oil inf vnmen in the south of all towns, south as you mean it, they are from 


trate your unity. It is you who must take your fate in your hands ar 


not give the opportunists a chance. With strength from the Divin old 1 heir gold jewelry for housing for the poor people. Join with these 


the manifestation of which is assembling, take the next steps. 


loor people. Become one with their path. 1 do not say, ‘Give money.’ 


You should send your trustees to the constituent assembly tut rather, give your pens and your beliefs. Preserve Islam. Islam is 
ratify the constitution of the Islamic Republic. In the same way th jood for you. It is good for your world/Even if you do not accept the 


you voted for the Islamic Republic, vote for the trustees so that n 
opportunity be given to mischievous people. 


The 12th of Farvardin (April 1st) which is the first day of God Ivc in small schools, two or three people live there, who were thrown 


Rule is one of the greatest religious and national festivals. Our peop 
must celebrate this day as a festival and keep it alive, the day wMe 
the 2500 year old tyrannical monarchy fell and the satanic dominatic 
was put aside forever and the rule of the deprived which is the Rule on 


To pick up the pen and write against Islam in the name of human 
kills and by virtue of being a lawyer is not to sympatheize. Have you 


onscience. The ones whose hearts sympatheize with these poverty- 
Irlcken human beings are the women who live around Qom and 


lie lower class. They know what humanity is and they act with it. They 


>ay of Judgment, it is good for your world! Do not oppose the elergy- 
ien. This is good for your world.There are progressive clergymen who 


ill by the shah. 

flic slum dwellers around cities where seven or eight people live 
n a hole in the wall, they know human rights better than we do. They 
v a group who sympatheize with humanity. They are the group for 


God, sat in its place. Oh, beloved people who achieved your rights wi luman rights, not you and I. Come and do something for them. The 
the blood of your youth, guard this right dearly. Implement the Divii 
Justice under the banner of Islam and the Holy Qoran and support 
With all of my strength, these last days of my life, I am at your servii 
which is to serve Islam. I expect from the people that with all of the 
strength, they will guard Islam and the Islamic Republic. 


H'ople and the government should do something for them. They have 
iglils. Give them their rights. They have human rights. Give them 
heir rights. They have human rights. Give them to them. I advise you 
woplc who sit together every few days, I want all of you to be happy. 1 
nlvise you not to separate your way from Islam. Do not separate your 
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ProvT\ U fe. 


THE DEPRIVED WILL DOMINATE THE ARROGANT 


way from Islam. Do not separate your way from spirituality. 

The strength of spirituality is a Divine strength. Do not pj 
aside. If this strength leaves you, you will be nothing. It is the stre K|u il 3, 1979. Imam Khomeini in a radio television announcement, 


of spirituality which pulls people to the streets. It is the streng .. 
Islam which comes from the throat of spirituality. Do not break ih ■ 
I ask the government, without fear of the East or the West,' 
independence, will and thought to clean out the remains of the t« 

\ nk ; al regime . whose remains have roots throughout the country! 
j culture and justice and other government ministries and offices y 
are based upon Western models and ‘westoxication’ be changed 
) Islam,c fon ns and show the world the social justice and cultural' 
gnomic and political independence. 

I ask God, the Most High, to preserve the greatness and indi 
dence of the country and the community. 


Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 


>1 finally announced the establishment of the Islamic Republic of 
nn and the 12th of Farvardin (April 1st) is confirmed as the be¬ 
riming of the Islamic Republic and the day of the festival of Iran- 

III IN. 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 


God, the Most High, has promised that the deprived of the earth, 
vi! Ii His Help and His Grace, will dominate upon the arrogant. God will 
mike them the Imams (guides in faith). The promise of God is at hand. 

I hope that I will witness this promise and the deprived will dominate 
ipon the arrogant as they have until now. The way that we have gone 
io far was in obedience of Islam and its laws. We must introduce Islam 
In the world. If Islam is introduced to the world the way that it really 
In. the world will turn its attention to Islam. The goods of Moslems are 
precious goods but they must be offered. 

I thank all of the people of Iran that they participated in this 
oferendum and that they gave their overwhelming vote, which must 
In* said was totally victorious. They gave their formal vote in an over¬ 
whelming way to the Islamic Republic even though they had previously 
given their vote informally. We saw no need for this referendum but in 
older to cut off some of the discussions and excuses, a referendum was 
held. Those who made excuses, found that the situation was not as 
they thought it was and the people are one with Islam and the spiritua¬ 
lity of Islam. The people want the principles of the Holy Qoran to be 
applied in Iran. 

Thanks be to God, with happiness and love, all groups of the peo¬ 
ple lliroughout Iran voted for Islam and not anything else. It is a Repu¬ 
blic of Islam which can implement all Islamic purposes. It is a Republic 
of Islam and its progressive laws which are higher than all laws which 
exist in other sections and schools of thought. We see that the claimants 
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tor democracy speak, pretend, but their schools of thought are one 
in the West and another in the East. In the East, their people are 
fronted by great dictatorship. In the West, it is the same. 

We see some of the people who claim that we pay attention 


vsli, .ifd is an accused person or one charged with a crime and not an ob- 
c< 1 1ously guilty person. They are not accused with a crime, rather, they 
.obviously guilty of crime. These were people who tortured and kit¬ 
ed people in the streets. They took away whatever we had. Weren’t 


off from life. 


We did not see these claimants of human rights speak once duri i, 
this whole time or reject their existence. We saw that the President 


i 


human rights and societies of human rights throughout these fifty ye hose people killed in the streets of the towns, human beings? Do they 

when the usurping government of Pahlavi and the son of Pahlavi do * - . . .. .• - * -' 1 “ * 

nated upon these people and took the wealth of the people with co 
plcte anger. Throughout these fifty years, our young people pass 
tlieir time in prisons. We even had young people in prisons whose U 

were sawed off. They burned their backs. They were in prison a __ 

i eing tortured until the end. The savages of the deposed shah cut th< L inner SAVAK1 identity was proven, he must be executed. In spite of 


uve no rights? Why is it that these claimants of human rights do not 
11 |i|xirl these people? Wiry do they find fault with us saying, Why do 
; „u kill executioners?’ At the same time that we know them to be ob¬ 
viously guilty and only their identity must be clarified, once their iden- 
llv is clear, they should be executed. Once Nassiri’s [the head of the 


1 1 ms, they still kept him for a few days. They tried him. They recorded 
Is confession. Then they executed him. 

Does the Human Rights Society not conceive of the fact that the 


lh U.S. went along with and supported this criminal shah. He supp< . uiliy must be executed in order to protect human rights, the human 
ku the savageness. They threw all of our things to the winds. We d I,rings whom they killed, tortured and did away with. We try these 
not see the claimants of human rights reject the President. Now that t people in spite of this and we tried them but our belief is that an ob- 
executloners have fallen into the laps of the people and the people wa Llously guilty person does not have a trial. They must be executed, 
revenge tronr them, their cries of ‘Woe to this and that,’ are bei l am sorry that we still have ‘westoxication’ amongst us and we 
iear ■ . 1 -,|||| fear, lest Western newspapers write things or that, for instance, a 

1 cannot know this to be anything but that they are agents of tl Western magazine , write something. They are, of course, opposed to 
executioners. They are agents of the super-powers. It is not that th< (US | icc and equity. They do not agree with human rights. They protect 
die active tor human rights. I had hoped that it the Human Rights Sa ihe rights of the super-powers in the name of human rights...In any 
iety speaks the truth and they support human rights, they would obje , praise be to God, we were victorious in the referendum. The 
to us saying ‘Why have you kept them? These executioners shou words written in foreign media and things that were said, are proven to 
rave been killed the first day .’ Their opinion should not have been th t>o null and void.Praise be to God, our people gavean almost unanimous 


we should not have kept them in prison as they are now. Our prisoi 
are not like the former prisons. 

There are prisons where the imprisoned are in no way insultd 


vole for the Islamic Republic and from now on, it is up to the people to 
Implement the Islamic Republic. 

In the Islamic Republic, all the problems which exist in Iran must 


l_j i . ■ * . 1 v Tf u J r U1 III 11 lv I Jldl 111^' l\vp U 17 U. w * Uil v*vi**v 

But mey object to us saying, ‘why have you tried them?’There is lj b,- transformed. Our dependent universities must be changed into inde¬ 
meaning in trying those who are guilty. The trying of those who al 
guilty is against the principles of human rights. Real human rights d 


pendent universities. All the things that existed under the tyrannical 

, ^ w—--- v.— (jovemment and in obedience to foreigners in this weak country were 

mands that we execute them the first day because they were guilty ail implemented upon this inferior country. With the establishment of the 

it is clear that they are guilty. ] | N | Jinljc government and the Islamic Republic, all of these must be re- 

. ie one who must have a lawyer provided and one’s claim must t volul ionized. People must correct themselves. 
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r\ t'f) ' pocv^ 


People who are oppressive and who commit oppressive acts i 
wards their inferiors must no longer commit oppressive acts. Yariaj 
groups must not commit oppression towards the lower groups. T 
rights of the poor, rights ol the poverty-stricken must be given to the] 
All of these must be activated in the Islamic Republic. 

I he people have the duty to support the governments in an Islai 
ic Republic which serves the people. If they see that a government 
going astray, the people must stop them. If you see a despotic gover 
ment which wants to commit oppression towards others, you inu 
complain and object and the courts must give them their rights. If th< 
do not do this, the people themselves must do it, must deter them. 

In an Islamic Republic, there is no oppression. In an Islam 
Republic, situations of forcefulness do not exist. The rich cannot spei 
forcibly to the poor. They cannot exploit them. They cannot ma 
them work for little wages. Islamic problems must be solved and imp] 
mented here. The deprived must be strengthened and transformed. T1 
arrogant must become as the deprived and the deprived must be ele\l 
ted, not like the arrogant but rather, like brothers and live in this coin 
try together. 

1 say to all groups of the nation that in an Islamic Republic, thei 
are no privileges between the rich and the poor, the white and th 
black, Sunni and Shi‘a, Arab and non-Arab, Turk and other than Turk 
The Holy Qoran gives privileges to justice and piety. The person who 
pious has privileges. The person who is of good spirit has privilege! 
But these privileges do not relate to material things, to property. If the 
exist, these privileges must be done away with. All people are equ 
to one another. They are all given equal rights. They are all equal. Th 
rights of religious minorities will be preserved. Islam respects them, 
respects all groups, the Kurds and other groups who have a differer 
anguage are all our brothers. We are with them and they are with u< 
We all belong to one nation, to one faith. 

I hope that in various parts of Iran, where agitators propagat 
against us, and they force the poor people to rebel and kill their bre 
thers, people should awaken and not allow these provacators to d 
these acts. We are all brothers. We are brothers with the Sunnis and w 

' 


iiiusi not claim to be better than they are. We must no, 
lights of some. We are equal in the law and the law which will, v. 

Will of God. be approved by the people, has attended to the rights 
.ill religious minorities, women, and other groups have had their rights 
ill lended to. 

There is no difference between one group and another in Islam. 
< >nly with piety and with the consciousness of God is there a difference 
imule. We hope that God, the Most High and Exalted , will continue to 
p.lvc success. We have brought the Islamic Republic to this point. 

I announce the Islamic Republic and know this day to be a day of 
b-slival (id). 1 hope that every year, the 12th of Farvardin (April 1st) 
will be the day of our nation who reached their national strength and 
lliul they take their destiny in their own hands. We congratulate all of 
• lie nation. Blessings be upon you and this festival. Blessings be upon 
Hus Islamic Republic. 

All are obliged to follow Islamic rules. Our market must be an Is¬ 
lamic market. It must be cleaned of all inequities. All present govern¬ 
mental ministries and governmental offices and all future ones must be 
bused upon Islamic principles. A country which has a tyrannical form 
must be changed to a country which has a Divine form. 

Wc do not care what the West says about us. We do not care about 
those who claim to support human rights who find fault with us. We 
must act according to justice. We will eventually have them understand 
the meaning of democracy. The democracy of the West and of the East 
me both corrupt. Islamic democracy is correct. Later, if we succeed, we 
will prove to the East and the West that the democracy which we have 
Is n democracy not that which you have and the supporters of large 
capitalists have and not that which they have and the supporters of the 
•mpor-powers who have placed all people in great suffocation. 

In Islam there is n o^suffocation . In Islam there is freedom for all 
groups — women, men, black, white, for all. People from now on must 
lour for themselves, not from the government. They must prevent them- 
.t'lvcs from going astray. 

A just government prevents’going astray’. A just government reta¬ 
liates. Wc must prevent ourselves from going astray as an Islamic gover- 
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uTii’nt of itself will not go astray. There is no longer the question of 
security organization The tortures of S\V,U. no longer exist. Polici 
men can no longer speak forcibly to us and our nation. The govern me r 
tan no longer speak forcibly to the people. A government in an Island 
Kepubl.c is in the service of the people They must serve the people an 
even if a Prime Minister should commit oppression against a nation 
they will take him to court and if his crime is proven, they will unple 
ment the decision. It is no longer that in Islam a difference be made be 
tween a Prime Minister and others. The Caliph, at the beginning of I 
lam, went to court when a dispute arose with a disbeliever The judg 
ruled and the Caliph accepted. Islam is like this. 


vide you with a better life. Islam will build you housing. Islam thinks 
more about the poverty-stricken than about others. 1 ask God, the Most 
High and Exalted, on this festival which is the day of victory of our 
mi lion to give success to all Moslems. I hope that other Moslem coun- 
l lies will join together and curtail the hands of tyrants from their coun- 
lties, as well. 

IVace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 


/ Islam does not provide a high place for a special group. For th 
\ group of pious scholars, of course,there is a higher spiritual statior 
j because the stage ol humanity is of a higher station. Islam respects th 
/ humanity of human beings. The humanity of human beings is to b 
\ knowledge and piety. A person who has knowledge and piety i 
1 above others. A person who, no matter how much he has, has no piety 
(^has absolutely no respect in Islam. 

In any case, I ask the people of the nation to change themselves 
Change the spirt they had during the time of the tyrant into an Islami| 
spirit. Now, in Iran, we have many poverty-stricken people. We have 
many people who became deprived during the Revolution. Those who 
‘have’ must help them and provide them with a better way of life. ThJ 
government must be thinking about them, llie people must be thinking! 
about them and build them houses, build a good life for them, build a 
correct life for all employees. 

Several days ago, a group of factory owners came to see me. 1 said 
to them, ‘You yourselves must correct things. Hold a meeting among 
yourselves and discuss and put up the capital so that you can build 
housing for the workers and employees of these factories. Provide them 
with a better Ufe. If you do not, it is possible that, God forbid, thej 
rebel and if they rebel, we can no longer prevent them.’ 

I say to all workers and employees that, with the Will of God, Irar 
will give work to you. Islam will provide you with work. Islam will pro 
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WHAT WAS THE ORIGIN OF THE 1 5TFI OF KHORDAD? 




June 5, 1978. On the occasion of the 15th of Khordad (June 5,1963 
Imam Khomeini addressed the crowds gathered in Qom to commemi 
rate the martyrs of that day. 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

What was the origin of the l 5th of Khordad? Why did it happen 
What was its purpose then and now and in the future? Who brougl 
about the 15th of Khordad? Who followed it and who is following 
now? After this, in whom can we place our hope? What was the pu 
pose of the 15th of Khordad up to now and in the future? 

Know and understand the 15th of Khordad, who initiated it, wh 
has continued its legacy. Know those in whom there is the hope oj 
maintaining it in the future, and know those who opposed the 15th o 
Khordad and their purpose. 

The 15th of Khordad began from this place, the Faiziyeh Schoo 
There was a great gathering on A‘shura in the afternoon. Following th 
speeches, disclosures were made which, when pursued, led to the 15tlj 
of Khordad. The 15th of Khordad was for Islam and was in the name o 
Islam, and it came about because of this basis and the guidance of th 
clergy. It was the same classes who are now represented here th{ 
brought about the 15th of Khordad, the same classes and groups wh 
were killed. These groups oOslamic people arose for Islam: Islam w< 
their sole purpose. They brought about the 15th of Khordad. It is th 
same populace with the ideology of Islam, that has, until the preset! 
day, continued the 15th of Khordad, there is hope that they will brin 
our movement to fruition. 

We must examine who this populace is — who brought about th 
15th of Khordad, and, as evidenced, sacrificed 1 5,000 lives. What grou 
of society were they who after the 15th of Khordad and other 15th < 
Khordads and after the massacre of the 15th of Khordad and otht 
massacres, entered the battlefield? No one else has any rights. Tho! 


who brought about the 15th of Khordad, those who helped it, who 
were active in breaking the regime’s barrier are from this very group, 

I hose who cried out allaho akbar (God is Greater). No one else has any 
rights. 

Now to the topic of those who are deviating from the path of the 
people and who wish also to pull the people away from this path and 
!o cause the Islamic movement to put aside Islam. There are groups that 
lire ignorant and unaware of the circumstances, and there are groups 
Hint are intentionally and actively opposing Islam. Those who are ig¬ 
norant should be guided. They should be told, ‘Do you think that there 
In anything but Islam which can take the movement forward in Iran? 
You who think that something other than Islam brought down the 
regime, who brought about the 1 5th of Khordad? Those who suggest 
I lie possibility that non-Moslems were influential in this, should study 
mid examine the graves of those who gave their lives and were martyred 
on I he 1 5th of Khordad. Who were they? If you find one tombstone of 
n non Moslem, they also participated. If, from among the Moslems, 
you have one from the upper classes, they also participated. But you 
will not find one. All are from the lower classes, the peasants and work¬ 
ers. the merchants and Moslem tradesmen. 

The committed clergy and those classes brought about the 15th of 
Khordad through following Islam, and by following it, they preserved 
mid protected it. They are still doing this. Those who think that forces 
other than Islam could break down such a barrier are mistaken. Those 
groups who, because of their opposition to Islam, are against us, must 
lu« guided. Otherwise, they will be destroyed by the same fist that 
destroyed the regime [i.e., the people]. Those who were outside of this 
rank have no rights. They have no rights in this movement. 

From the 15th of Khordad to the present, what has come into 
being has been achieved by the activity of this class, and their blood 
mid sacrifice. They have the right to vote on anything which must now 
come about. Those who were outside of the ranks and have now enter - 
ml i hem have no rights to this movement, and their views carry no 
weight. The views of those people who brought the movement and 
broke the big powers and continued the struggle, all rights belong to 
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(hem. Your opponents were silent. The opponents of you oppress© 
people suffered no pain. They suffered no pain during the tyrant' 
ime either, because they were obedient and they agreed or they wet 
;ilent. Now that you have prepared the table, they join you forthei 
own advantage. If only they would allow you to participate. But the 
say, ‘Us, yes! You, no!’ We and the clergy, no. We and other group: 
no. They want everything for themselves. We and Islam, no. 

Human rights want the rights of the super-powers. Youwestei 
nized Iranians, you foreigners, you empty humans, come to yourselve: 
Don’t westernize everything: observe the things that are in the Wes 
Look at the human rights groups to see what types of people they ai 
and what are their aims. Do they wish to preserve human rights or th 
rights of the super-powers? They follow the super-powers, and pus 
for their rights. You lawyers, don’t follow these western lawyers ii 
their kind of human rights. You must apply human rights as did th 
struggling groups of uprising Iranians, since they strove for and worke 
for human rights. They provide peace and comfort to humans whi 
you only talk. They put their actions into effect. 

These workers, these peasants, are the true human rights group: 
They put into practice and you write. None of you actively pursue th 
attainment of human rights. Those who are active in this very grou 
which has arisen today and arose on the 15th of Khordad. They are th 
ones concerned about humans, because they are Moslems and Islam is 
concerned with humanity. You whose path is not Islam, do nothing fdn 
humanity — you write and want to cause the movement to deviate, 
With your words you want to cause the movement to deviate. We have 
no rights. From the 1 5th of Khordad until today, you have given blood, 

I who sit here, I have no rights. It is you who spilt your blood and went 
to the battlefield and stmggled. We have no rights. We must serve you, 
We must not take advantage of you and give ourselves titles. Woe bcl 
unto me if I should take advantage of you or give myself titles, when 
you spilled your blood. 

The members of the upper classes who played no active role, nol 
opposed them, have no rights, and shouldn’t have. If they now do theii 
duty, though, they will earn the rights. If from now on, they serve, they' 


will gain rights. Those who have devious intentions, those who want to 
(onimit treachery against Islam and this nation, those who know the 
Idam of 1400 years to be insufficient, they must separate their account 
wll Ii the people. In fact, it is separate. 

From now on, we need you [the lower class]. We need this class 
mid no others. Today is the time when Islam must be established. If 
We don’t apply Islamic laws in this revolution and this movement, then 
when will we apply them? When will such a movement come to frui¬ 
tion? If, God forbid, this movement dies out, who can bring back Islam 
iipain? If today we do not follow Islamic laws, when will we follow 
them? 

These people wiio say that we can not apply them now, should 
tell us when, then, we can. To these people it must be said, ‘Then say 
no forever to Islam. Say the movement without Islam - Islam minus 
*<l>iiitnality means the mov ement minus Is lam ’ If. in this movement. 
Illam and Islamic laws are not applied to the letter, you will later 
ipgret it. Those who believe in Islam those whose hearts beat for Islam, 
imisl be active today. The 15th of Khordad was for this. Before the 
15th of Khordad, the uprising oi the clergymen was for Islam. The 
tiprising of the 15th of Khordad was for this. That which followed 
was for it. We do not want other than Islam Islam is always — and. 
In particular, now - applicable. 

Gentlemen, pay attention to your speeches. Pay attention to your 
Writings. Islam freed you from bondage, l ake heed, it was Islam that 
brought you inside the land from the outside. Take heed, it was Islam 
IIml brought you out from the corners of your homes, that freed your 
pens, that gave you freedom of speech. Yes, Islam freed you and you 
imw oppose Islam. Can the Moslems tolerate the fact that Islam and the 
Mood of Moslems freed you only to have you rise against Islam 7 This 
In to put aside blessings. God gave these blessings to you. Being grateful 
to the movement is for you to follow Islam. Repent from the words 
you say. Repent from the words you write. Incline yourselves towards 
Mum and the classes you regard as the lower classes, but who are better 
limn you. These are the bright faces of Islam and Moslems. These are 
llu* faces which the Messenger of God will welcome. These are the faces 
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of the pure of God. Join them. Become like them. Join your belie 
with theirs. You speak so much about the West. Yon want to compai 
the laws of Islam with those of the West. What a mistake this is! I war 
you to remain loyal to Islam. Gratefulness for the benefits of God 
to be loyal to Islam. I warn you to be loyal to Islam. I advise you. 
also advised the shah in this school. He did not listen and you are lei 
than he was. The afternoon of A'shura, I told the shah not to do an} 
thing which would make the people throw him out. He did not liste 
aud he did things which made the people throw him out. 

God, you know that 1 do not support the clergy because I ar 
turbanned. My support of this group comes because I know it ca 
save the people — it is what the people want. It is the mosques whici 
brought all of this about, which initiated this movement. In the time c 
the Prophet of God and afterwards for a long time, the mosques wet 
the center for political gatherings and mobilization. 

The mihrab [a place in the mosque from which speeches an 
lectures are given] means a place of war - war with evil and tyrant! 
Thse wars had their roots in the mihrab. 

Preserve your mosques. People, preserve your mosques. Intellect 
uals, preserve your mosques. Do not be Western intellectuals. Lawyers 
preserve the mosques. Go to the mosques so that the movement wil 
come to fruition, so that your country will be saved. 

Oh God, preserve these mosques for us. Oh God, may our peopli 
find happiness. Oh God, guide those who are against us to the truth. 

Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 


ADHERE TO THE POWER 
OF UNITY 

Inly 26, 1979. The message of Imam Khomeini for the beginning of the 
Messed month of Ramadan, 1399. 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

l lie blessed month of Ramadan is the month of worship and self- 
miiisI ruction. It is the month to renew one’s spiritual strengths, the 
month which God gave for all Moslems, to follow one path and to at- 
Iciid to the unlimited power of God and to aim themselves against all 
Iyrants. It is necessary to adhere to the power of Unity and through 
II to rise against all present tyrants, international plunderers and curtail 
I lie hands of traitors so that they lose hope. 

All Moslems of the world, in particular, the Moslems of Iran, Leba¬ 
non and Palestine arc facing strong opposition. They have a sensitive 
road ahead. Iran is confronted by conspirators related to the previous 
ngiine, deviates and international Zionists. Lebanon and Palestine are 
conf ronted by the corrupt and devouring Israel who is the enemy oi 
Islam and Moslems. Our Moslem brothers in Lebanon and Palestine are 
confronted by tire unhumanitarian aggressions of Israel and if Israel 
succeeds, it will extend its line of aggression to other countries. It is 
I luis advisable to pray for our Palestinian and Lebanese brothers during 
Ibis holy month of Ramadan. 

As we are at the threshold of the holy month of Ramadan, the fol¬ 
lowing points should also be mentioned: 

1 .At this sensitive time, we need Islamic gatherings more than at 
tiny other time. Moslem peoples should gather in mosques which are 
like strong castles of h am to support the movement through Islamic 
slogans. 

2.Lectures by those -vho speak from the pulpits should unite the 
people to solid a rity . Unity of'lie Word, continuation of the movement 
and revolutionary piety and patience. They should make people aware 
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of the effects of separation and discrepancy which is the main caus 
defeat and backwardness. They must recall the struggles, efforts . 
sufferings of Hazrat Ali. They should unite the people to continue u. 
final victory and the establis hme nt of a c omplete Islamic system 


c- 
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5.| have many times mentioned to all of our Islamic brothers in 
illirr countries, in particular, our Arab brothers and the great Arab 
himmunity, who are the pioneers of Islam, that the major danger which 


imai victory ana tne establishment of a complete Islamic system I " l,lll1urm y> wno aTe me pioneers or lsiam, tnat tne major danger wmcn 
government through the remembrance of the struggles and sacrifices! ^ ,lt,!,tcns us * s fr° m foreignness, especially Zionists. Therefore, it is 
the warriors of the early stage of IslarrT —that riurinv this blessed month of Ramadan, which is the 


3.It is necessary that theologians in all districts, from central a». 
to the most remote places and provinces cooperate to achieve the gi 
of Islam. For the election of the members of the Assembly of Expe 
all groups should share candidates. Each district or each area sho, 
not have a different candidate for in this disunity lies the fear of deft 
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im'ssaiy that during this blessed month of Ramadan, which is the 
In on th of Moslem public gatherings, to uncover the conspiracies of the 
iilli-dcvourers and make clear the dangers of this enemy of humanity. 

6.1t is necessary that an invitation be made from the great Islamic 
ti Inkers to gather in a meeting and study the different aspects and 
lews of the great Islamic Revolution of Iran. The effective blows of 


nui nave a amerent candidate tor in this disunity lies the fear of defer ,wv ol me & reaT isiamic Kevoiuuon oi Iran, me eiiective Diows oi 
and the pushing back of Islam and its progressive principles As inovement should be made clear to international devourers of the 

have noted today, there are some groups which had previously not bel 1,1,11 to neutral * ze the misleading propaganda of the enemies of the 1s- 


haye noted today, there are some groups which had previously not b, 
united who have now joined together and have introduced a single c. 
didate together. I am afraid that your rights will be taken from yi_ 
and, God forbid, a disinterest appear in you. It is necessary that at tl 
sensitive moment for the problem of Islam that you remove yourst 
from your other interests and all theologians and groups who cs 
about Islam, in particular, the young energetic Moslems join in t 
choosing of the Assembly of Experts. In this case, the Almighty God 
with you. I hope that in the coming days, 1 will hear about and rei 
about the cooperation of all of the theologians from all the vario 
cities for Islam. I ask God, the Most High, for the strength of Islar 
4.With the support ot the great Moslem community and from 
position of power, I warn all those who wish evil upon this Islam 
movement, all the conspirators, left or right, to join their people for tl 
sake of the best interests of the country and leave aside their corru] 
tion and conspiring, avoid scheming, separation and the serving of f< 
eigners. They should not suppose that with such foolish acts, they c 
turn their nation from their way. 1 also give notice to newspapers ai 
the media that liberty differs from conspiracies. Conspiracies which a 
against the interests of Islam, the country and the people will be stric 
ly prevented. If I felt there is a serious danger, I will leave the matt- 
up to our brave people as they have already shown their determinatic 
in various situations. 


untie Revolution. I ask God for the greatness of Islam and the Moslem 
inoples. 

Vncc be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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ALL GOVERNMENTS MUST KNOW THAT 
ISL AM IS UNCONQUERABLE 

August 17, 1979. Imam Khomeini has designated the last Fridayj 
the blessed month of Ramadan to be observed as the Day of Qt 
when Moslems from all over the world hold demonstrations for 
liberation of Jerusalem (bait al-muqadas). 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 


The Day of Quds is the day of Islam. All Moslems must be \w 
ed and must understand how strong their spiritual and econo 
powers are. Moslems are one billion people, supported by God, Is 
and the power of faith. Why should they be afraid? 

We in Iran, with our small population, revolted against great e 


,, licit they cannot influence Islamic countries any longer. 1 hey must 
,iIia- that the Day of Quds is Islam’s and the Prophet’s Day, the day 
ml we must gather all of our powers and all of the Moslems must 
mile out of isolation and stand against the foreigners with all of tlieir 
licngl h. 

We have stood against foreigners with all of our powers and will 
il permit that others interfere in our country and other Moslems must 
ii allow others to interfere in their countries. On the Day of Quds, the 
i il ions must warn the traitorous governments. 

Hie Day of Quds is the day that we will realize which regime and 
. inous are cooperating with international conspirators and thus are 
I'posing Islam. Those who do not participate in these demonstrations 
i, opposing Islam and thus are in agreement with Israel. Those who 
anticipate and have demonstrations on this day are responsible people 
lul lire in stride with Islam and thus oppose Israel. 

The Day of Quds is a day to distinguish between truth and false- 
i ioiI I ask God the Almighty to give victory to Islam over all of the 
11 H i faiths and support the deprived in order to defeat the arrogant, 


mies and the super-powers and we defeated them. No one should tt . ' { c ‘ ause deprivation \ I ask God to free our Moslem brothers 

that any of these Americans or non-Amencan leftists can cany on jnc and South Lebanon and everywhere in the world from the 

activities in this country. The day that we as a nation want, they wil 


dumped into the garbage can of oblivion. 

Our great nation is no longer afraid of the slaughtering activitiei 
the foreigners. The activities of Israel in South Lebanon and aga 
Palestine is an example of such slaughtering actions and they perf< 
these according to the orders of their corrupt masters. A deposed S 
did the same thing and thus destroyed himself. 

All the governments of the world must know that Islam is 
conquerable. Islam and the Qoran will conquer the world. A true 
gion should be a divine religion. Islam is a divine religion and thus m] 
he promoted throughout the whole world. 

The Day of Quds is such a day and announces such a goal, annoj 
cing the progress of the Moslems all over the world. The Day of Qud 
not only the Day of Palestine, but it is the day of Islam, as well. I 
the day of Islamic government. It is the day that the banner of Islar 
to be flown in all countries and the Moslems must show the super-p< 


ippiessors, deprivers and plunders. 

(Vin e Ire upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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ISLAM IS A POLITICAL RELIGION 


br^'l 97 ? message of Imam Khomeini upon the occasion 
td-bfUtithe festival which marks the end of the month of fasting). " 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 


blessed festival of fitr. I hope that God the Most High accepts the pra 1 
ers you have given throughout the month and blesses this Festiva 
Islam is a political religion. It is a leligion in which politics ca 
clearly be seen in the instructions and rituals. The purpose of the ga 
heri ig daily in mosques in Islamic countries, in all the provinces, vl 
lages and remote districts is so that Moslems can become aware of the 
own problems as well as the problems of deprived and abased people 


I lie districts, towns, provinces and Islamic countries can be studied 
ncxurately and in detail. All of these are political concerns. Moslems 
ihould note these occasions with care. Unfortunately, the advantages 
mve been overlooked and the proper results have not been achieved 
mm these meetings and gatherings. Moslems gather in Mecca and other 
•luces but they seem to be separate from each other. They perform the 
•tiday prayers and the Festival prayers but they are not united together 
m I hoy should be. 

Islam has called people to these gatherings in order that important 
I send greetings to all Moslems of the East and the West for th it'»uls be achieved. Two particular verses of the Qoran have been parti- 

nhirly selected to be recited by the leader of the prayer for the people. 


Hie Congregational Chapter 

The first part of the Congregational Chapter and the second part 
nl the Chapter on the Hypocrites should be noted. The Congregational 
Chapter discusses the mission of the Prophet of Islam. It has been 
inlucted to purify the people and teach them the Qoran and wisdom. 


social or economic are discussed. 

There are also two Festivals in which all of the people gather to 
gether and by means of the two sennons given after the Festival praye 
and after sending greetings to the Prophet of Islam and his successor 
the political, social, economic and all pending problems and the nee( 
of the country and of each district are discussed there. In this way, pe< 
pie become acquainted with current affairs. 

Above and beyond all of this, Moslems each year make the hadj ( 
pilgrimage to Mecca. The people who have the possibility are oblige 
to gather together at the hadj. They come from all Islamic countrif 
to speak about and discuss their problems during this time, especiall 
in Mecca, Mina, and the Mosque of the Prophet. In this way, they su 
vey the circumstances of all of the Islamic countries. 

Thus, the daily gathering, the Friday gathering, the Festival gath 
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dav nravp re u/hi^h ■ "1 ’i™ 0 * 3y 3 W6ek tlle *\ ,s a gathering at the Fi |i r | or jty has been given to the purification of the people over the teach- 
nmhipm a j U .? S sermons and by which means all roi L,g 0 f the book and wisdom. People should first be purified in order to 
snria| P (,r aCm8 ® COUntry ’ whether politica|| (r p rc p are d to accept training and wisdom. The Congregational Chapter 

mentions that the secret of the mission of the Prophet is purification 
mid the training of the community. It includes all aspects of teaching 
mid training. 

Following this, the chapter shows the position of religious leaders 
who have learned the science but do not act according to it. They have 
lifen given the worst of names, ‘Those who carry the Book, but who do 
lint act according to it, are like donkeys who carry books.’ If know¬ 
ledge does not influence a person and does not lead him towards hu¬ 
manity, what is its use? It makes no difference whatsoever if the book 
In carried inside his heart or outside. It is just like an animal who carries 
hooks. As the books have no use for that animal, knowledge, which is 
uncommitted to social action, which is not used for the mental develop¬ 
ment and guidance of the people, also has no use. 

God mentions this point here so that people may distinguish 


r»c< >1 . r ^ V lOU IllCllllUIIb lllla JJUIIIL IlOIC Llldl lltajf uwuu^uwi 

p gnmage is for this purpose so that the problems o | u n weer , right and wrong scholars. It also serves as a reminder to reli 
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gious leaders of then duties. There arc many other important poii 
in this chapter which L have not mentioned. 


The Chapter of the Hypocrites 


of hypocrites, people who claim to be Moslems in your presence l 
they are liars. They are not Moslems, lhe hypocrites are called 1 
worst of names so that people come to know them. Do not belie 
everyone who says, ‘I am a Moslem.,’ or 1 accept the Islamic RepubL 


our young people here and there. In Kurdistan, they have killedina 
of c <■ young people and many Kurds. In the meantime, they say th 
arc Moslems. No one believes them. 

The Qoran says, in this case, ‘Yon are hypocrites.’ You whe 


hum recognize who they really are. 

those who did not vote for the Islamic Republic, liked the oppres- 
.i'i regime. If they are Moslems, they should vote for an Islamic Re- 
Hlhllc and approve of a just Islamic government. Those reject 
In the Chapter of the Hypocrites, Clod explains the characterise <i|lug for an Islamic Republic are hypocrites. Those who fire to 

u harvest of the people and prevent people from voting are Mos- 
I) nr. We will treat them as we treat non-Moslems. We will treat them as 
1 1 v |u»r rites. We will defeat them. 

So that the people of the world may come to know our policy 


Study his or her actions. How ‘engaged’or ‘committed’ is this perse mid Know the type of persons we are confronting, we give freedom to 
What lias this person done for the country? What is this person’s ic 
about it? They pretend to be Moslems and then open fire on the peo 
in the provinces. They set the harvests of the people on fire. They l 


llicin Under this freedom more than two hundred different parties 
hivc been formed. Many newspapers, magazines and journals have been 
published. No one prevented these. While they were insulting to our 
pieties, they acted against our government and Islam, nevertheless, no 
mi prevented them until we saw the conspiracies and understood them 
In he conspirators. 

You are hypocrites who bring about conspiracies against Islam, the 


words differ from your deeds are not realistic, you arc not Moslen |i,illmi and the people. You have contacts with foreigners. We control 
but you are hypocrites. You intend to deceive the people. You who am mu movinents. We are informed that you are in contact and have 
causing corruption in Kurdistan and say you are Sunnis, if you we| ■ m m et ions with the agents of the previous regime. After your conspi- 


really Sunnis, you would he obliged to obey the command of the Isla 
ic leader according to the religious decrees of the great Sunni religiofl 
leaders. Today, the commander of Islam is the Islamic government 
the country. Therefore, you should obey Islamic and Qoranic jurispil 
dence and the words of your religious leaders. If you are Moslems, wb 


i u It's have been proven and the people have realized your true features, 
L<< i iiunot permit you to freely do anything you want to do We will 
jli'li'iil you. 

I give notice to my dear nation and the gieat people of Kurdistan 
Jliut Islam is a refuge for all of us and will supply us with all things, 
do you not obey the Qoran. As the Qoran says, ‘Obey God, obey till hey are following foreigners. They must be captured and the traitor- 
Prophet and obey your leaders.’ Why do you not listen? You clainfliiiN leadens must be delivered. Our young people must know that they 
be a Moslem but, in fact, you are not. Inr people God has called hypocrites. He has explained their character 

Dear people of Kurdistan, our young people of Kurdistan, this|n lhe Qoran. 
a time for you to recognize hypocrites from the non-hypocrites. The 

who claim to be Moslems but set fire to the harvests of the peoplllhe Nation Must Be Aware 


those who pretend to be Moslems but put people under pressure ai 
cause them to suffer, those who claim to be Moslems but set fire to tl 
hospitals, kill people, recognize them. They are the hypocrites. Thi j 
say today, in order to deceive you, that they are Moslems. But y< 
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I give notice to all groups of the nation to avoid such persons at 
costs. If they do not put aside their satanic deeds, I will arm all of 
(In nation and we will destroy them. The nation must be aware. The 
nil |ou must be prepared. You must not allow those corrupt statues to 
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SEARCH AND FIND THE EAST 


alter the country and take it back to what it was and allow them t« 
impose a monarchy upon us. 

I ask Almighty God to bless this Festival and all Islamic Festiva 
And to awaken all Moslems to arise together and protect the interes 
of Moslems all over the world. I pray for our Moslem brothers in Af 
ghanistan to be able to solve their problems. They are confrontingtht 
same hypocrites who pretend to be Moslems. In Jerusalem, in Lebanor 
in Palestine and other places, our Moslem brothers are confronted bj 
the super-powers and Zionists who are opening fire upon them. A! 
Moslems must become aware of these points. They must pray when i 
is time for prayer and act when it is timeto act. I hope that the banne 
of Islam will be raised throughout the world. Islam is God’s religion and 
thus all people should follow it. 

I also mention that having a Party of the Deprived and Abased 
formed in all parts of the world does not mean that the other sound 
parties which have been formed in Iran and elsewhere should be abo 
lished, but I hope that the Party of the Deprived and Abased will b 
established in addition to local parties. 

Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 


September 8, 1979. Imam Khomeini’s message in the Faiziyeh School 
Q®™ 1 ’ t(> mark the massacre of the 17th of Shahrivar ( September 
8 ) <>f the previous year. 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

A ltd indeed sent We Moses with Our signs saying: 

‘Lead thou out thy people from the darkness into the light 
and remind them of the days of God; 
verily in this are signs for the patient, the grateful (14:5) 

God is the Guardian of those who believe 
He taketh them out of darkness into light 
and those who disbelieve, tyrants are their guardians and 
they take them out from the light into darkness 
They are the companions of the fire, therein shall they abide. (2:257) 

These are two subjects which oppose each other ‘the taking out 
>1 darkness into light’ and ‘the taking out of light into darkness’ - the 
doing away with darkness and the taking of people to the light and 
opposing this, doing away with light and taking people to darkness. 
This latter is the profession of the tyrants ( taghut ). All disharmony is 
darkness, all backwardness is darkness, all ‘westoxication’ is darkness, 
those who turn their attention to the West and foreigners, have taken 
Ihe West to be their direction of prayer ( qiblah ) and their attention is 
directed to the West. They have moved into darkness and their saints 
lire idols- 

Eastern societies which, by means of internal and external propa- 
liirnla, by means of the orders of the internal and external agents, have 
turned to the West and have the direction of their prayers, the West, 
uive lost themselves. They do not know themselves. They have lost 
llieir gloriousness and honor and in place of that sits a western mind. 
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Their saints arc idols. They have entered darkness from the liehtj 

All of the problems of Easterners and, among them, our problem! 
and miseries, are the very cause of our losing ourselves and someoneii 
sitting in place of us. Thus, you see that, in Iran, until something <loel 
not have a Western name, it is not accepted. Even a drugstore must 
have a Western name. The material woven in our factories must hav< 
something in the latin script in its selvedges and a Western name is pul 
on it. 

Our streets must have Western names. Everything must have I 
Western color to it. Some of these writers and intellectuals cither pul 
a Western name on the hooks they write or, when they express an idea 
they do so on behalf of a Westerner. The defect is that they are alsffl 
‘westoxicated’ and so are we. If our books did not have these titles, oil 
our material did not contain that script and if our drug stores did no! 
have that name, we would pay less attention to it. When we turn toj 
book, a great deal of attention is paid to finding foreign words. The) 
forget their own phrases and the word itself. 

Easterners have completely forgotten their honor. They hav 
buried it. In place of it, they have put others. These are all darknessJ 
which a tyrant transforms us to from light. It is these veiy tryants 1 
of the past and present — who have reached out towards ‘westoxica 
tion\ They relate everything to the West. They take all their subject 
and sources from the West and have given them to us. Our universitia 
were at that time Western universities. Our economy, our culture were 
Western. We completely forgot ourselves and in place of us we put! 
Westerner. 

I recall that a member of the family of the deposed, accursed Mo 
hammad Reza got tonsillitis and they brought a surgeon from Europe 
while, for the doctors here it is a simple operation, and this was onW 
so that the world would know that someone who is forcibly at the head 
of a country and that they recognize to be the king of that country 
believes that there is no doctor in Iran to operate on the tonsils. YoJ 
know what damage this does to Iranian medicine. This is traitorous! 
the people of Tran that they are introduced to the belief that in all e 
its country, there is no doctor to operate on someone’s tonsils. Hoj 
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much this helps colonialism and the West! How much self-respect of 
imii country is lost with this way of thinking! 

When 1 was young, 1 remember my eyes weakened — they are still 
weak - md at that time, Amin ol-Molk, God’s Mercy be upon him, was 
in eye doctor. I went to Tehran to have him treat iny eyes. A person 
who knew he and I, suggested I go to see Dr. Amin ol-Molk. He said. 
One of the Daulahs [of the court] had become near-sighted. He had 
Rone to Europe to see a doctor. That doctor asked him, ‘Where are you 
from?’ In answer, he said, ‘1 am from Iran.’ The doctor had asked, ‘Isn’t 
Amin ol-Molk there?’ lie had answered, ‘He may be, but I do not know 
him.’ That professor had then said, ‘Amin ol-Molk is better than we 
are.’ 

We have good doctors, but our minds have become Western brains, 
l ire same is true of the doctors. When you go to see them, they them¬ 
selves say, ‘You have to go to Europe,’ because their minds think this 
way. They have lost themselves. They have lost their strength. We and 
lhey have both lost our self-respect and our sense of nationality. Until 
this nation does not come out of this ‘westoxication’, it will never find 
independence. As long as our writers — whose books are as they are, 
who, for every subject which we have, want to express according to 
such and such a foreigner and Westerner — do not leave aside these 
dependencies, you will not find independence. 

The attention of some of our women is turned to the idea that 
such and such a mode must come from the West and such and such 
mi ornamentation must move from there, here, so that whenever some- 
Ihing is found there, it is imitated here. As long as you do not put aside 
lliese imitations, you cannot be a human being and independent. If 
you want to be independent and have them recognize you as a nation, 
you must desist from imitating the West. 

As long as you are in this state of imitating, do not wish for in¬ 
dependence. As long as all of the words of our writers are Western, do 
not hope to have your nation be independent. As long as these names 
appear on your streets and your drug stores and your books,and your 
parks and in all your things, you will not become independent. It is 
only the mosques which do not have Western names and that is because 
the clergymen, until now. because of their type, are this way. Other- 
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wise, everything must have a Western name - botti those vlio vrit 
use Western names and those who want to read, unless there is a Wes 
tern name, do not accept it. 

And those who disbelieve,’disbelieve in God's blessings and real: 
ties are dark and covered in them. Their saints are idols. They tak 
them from light into darkness’ — from absolute light, from guidancej 
from independence, from nationalsm, from Islam - they take thesj 
out and put them into darkness. We have now lost ourselves. Until thj 
lost be not found, you will not become independent. Search and fin! 
it. Search for and find the East. 

As long as we arc as we are, as long as our writers are as they are 
as long as our intellectuals think that way, as long as our freedom-seek 
ers seek that kind of Western freedom, it will remain as it is. They cr; 
out that there is suffocation, there is no freedom. What has happen© 
that there is no freedom? 

They say, ‘These clergymen do not allow men and women to tun 
somersaults together in the water. These clergymen do not let ou 
young people go to bars or gambling houses and seek out prostitutes 
1 hey do not allow our radio and television to show naked women an< 
that type of ugly, lewdness. They do not allow our children and youn 
people to be entertained.’ This is an imported kind of a freedon 
which has come from the West. It is a colonialistic freedom, that is. 
colonialist countries dictate to those who are traitors to their own 
countries so that they can promote these freedoms. They are free to 
take heroin. They are free to smoke hashish. They are free to go to ga-l 
mbling houses. They are free to go to houses of entertainment and, asl 
result, our young people, who must be active in relation to the fate an 
destiny of their country, become indifferent. 

An indifferent person cannot think for a country. Those who ar 
and have been deceived from abroad are foreign agents and they pro 
mote prostitution. The promotion of these actions pulls our youn| 
people towards corruption. The result of their work is this that a coun 
try which gets its strength from its young people and the young peopld 
must manage it, they take this strength away from our young people 
As a result, thoughts about what goes on in this country and what thi 


mling bodies are doing to the country or the fact that they brought 
Mohammad. Reza to this country is put out of their heads. In place 
«il serious minds, silly minds appear. As a result, the person who should 
lie a human being, who thinks about his own destiny, this thought is 
i.iken away from him. This is a type of freedom which we have to call 
colonialist freedom. This is other than freedom which must be amidst a 
people. This is a type of freedom which has come from abroad. They 
brought us and our young people up like this. 

A young person who forms a habit with these kinds of things and 
no longer thinks about who takes our oil, our steel, our gas. He says, 
What’s it to me! Leave me alone to my pleasures. Do I have time to 
waste, putting efforts into those things?’ This is how they brought us 
up. 

Until these unjust writers do not save our young people from these 
kinds of thoughts and do not promote a healthy kind of freedom and 
do not prevent their steps and their pens from writing about these cor¬ 
rupt freedoms, there is no hope that we will have an independent and 
free country. This hope must be taken to the grave. 

Moses ( £ ) was appointed to take his tribe from darkness to light. 
I hc assignment of all of the prophets was this that they take people 
away from darkness and from these things which oppose the way of 
humanity and oppose the way of a nation and enter them into the light. 

An enlightened heart cannot stand by silently and watch while 
their traditions and honor are trampled upon. An enlightened heart 
cannot see its people being drawn towards this baseness of spirit or 
watch in silence while individuals around Tehran live in slums. They 
want to bring you up in such a way that you remain indifferent in 
all of your affairs. They do not ask why these poverty-stricken people 
have remained in poverty and why others take our oil. It never appears 
In your mind that we have such problems. Look at how your hearts 
were fifteen, twenty years ago when there was no perseverance. There 
were only a few people opposing this who occasionally protested and 
there was neither protest in our mosques nor in our universities — no 
place. 











The second command whicli God gave to Moses ( £ ) was to ‘ 
mind people of the Days of God' (ayair, i allah). All days belong to G 
but some days have a particularity and because of that particularity, 
is called the Day of God (yautn allah). The day that the great Proph 
of Islam migrated to Medina is one of he days that is called the Day 
God. The day that he conquered Me ca is one of the days caLled tj 
Day of God. It is the day that God showed His strength as when 
orphan who everyone rejected and who could not live in his ho: 
after a short time, conquered Mecca. He brought the tyrants, tj 
wealthy and the powerful under his influence and he said to thei 
‘You are free.’ Thus such a day is one of the Days of God. The day 
Khawareh is a day when HazTat Ali ( £ ) unsheathed his sword and d 
away with these corrupt and cancerous tumors. This was also one of tl 
Days of God (yawn allah ) 

Ihese so-called sacred people whose foreheads showed the mark 
prayer but do not know God, these were the people that Amir al-mi 


mini* killed. He arose against them and there were even men in i I'" 1 '!'!>'J'-P' so , meo " e for . 10 >' 5 * 20 in ,he f *jj“ foIm ” f *” 


ugct them. It is these days which build human beings. It is on these 
»ys that our young people leave their places of entertainment and en- 
. i llie battlefield. These are the Divine Days. These Days awoke our 
l uple. God commands that you enter the Days of God (ayum allah ) 

11 1 1 > the minds of people. 

Do not forget this great Day which passed for our people and were 
)nys of God like the 15th of Khordad, the 17th of Shahrivar and the 
)uy that that wicked man [the shah] left, was one of the Days of God. 

nation which had nothing, broke a force in such a way that nothing 
nnained of it, not only was that power opposing you, but all of the 
>wcrs of the world, as well. I was aware that the whole world had 
upported him. The army and Bakhtiar supported him and tried to keep 
tlin here. 

America was holding him up with both hands. When he fled, they 
Id up Bakhtiar with both hands. They sent people to us saying, ‘This 
from us. This belongs to us.’ They were servants. Do not be surprised 


army who arose against them. But because of the course of the Bat 
of Siffin, the Imain saw that if they remained, they would corrupt pe 
pie, he killed all of them except those who had escaped. Thus, this di 
is among the Days of God (yaum allah). The days which God, the Mo 
High and Exalted , brings something to punish the people, he sends 
earthquake, a flood, a thunder-stom, in other words, he whips peo 
so that they will become human beings. 

These are all Days of God and they are things which relate to Go] 
One of the days of God is the 15th of Khordad (June 5,1963) whe 
people stood against a force and they did something which caused 
most five months of martial law. But because the people had no pow< 
they were not consolidated, they were not awake, they were defeate 
Of course, they were defeated on the surface, but actually, that wa 


point of victory for the people. The 17th of Shahrivar (September’ "Jf* when they ha <J Panned a coup d’etat when we were in Teh- 
1978) was another one of the Days of God when a people, men. « " 


men, young people and older people, all stood up and, in order to g 
their rights, were martyred 
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lonalist fcr the day when it will serve their purposes. It is possible that 
person pray in a mosque for 20 years and worship God and then one 
lny work for them. It is possible that a person claim honesty and claim 
o he a nationalist and swear at foreigners, write articles against them so 
hat they influence the hearts of the people for the day when they want 
o come to power. 

That day was the day when he [the shah] left and this man [Bakli- 
lnr] replaced him to protect the interests of foreigners. Do not dis- 
ount this. It happened. You saw how they told us, ‘It is too soon. Do 
lot go to Iran now.’ They wanted to consolidate their powers and end 
lie troubles so that there would no longer be a possibility of going. 

I hat was also one of the Days of God (ayum allah). 

One of the great Days of God, the Most High and Exalted, was 


>cople should not come out. Later they informed us that they had in- 
ended that night to kill the leaders of Qom and whoever opposed 

You must recaii 7h« Days of God as you have and you must n| llcl ”’ flnish them off and end the job ’ God did not ' rant il t0 be s0 ' 
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That was an enlightened insurrection of a responsible ration vi 
took place and the power of that side joined this side and we v 
victorious. This was the Divine Will and one of the Days of G» 
Do not forget this that all of the conspiracies were fixed so that] 
one night they would fall into place and have a coup d’etat and 
the people who could do something would bedcstroyed and the naG 
returned to the way it was. God did not want it to be so. This was o| 
of the Days of God which you, the enlightened and noble peoplei 
Iran, with your hearts filled with faith, should not fear. Even tho 
they had announced martial law that day, you went into the stre, 
and did away with that which they had wanted. They had wanted! 
streets to be empty so that they could bring in tanks and place th 
everywhere and at night be busy with their crime. God, the Most Hi 
and Exalted, answered the cries of this nation. That day is one oft 
great Days of God. ' 

All powers supported them, not just the super-powers but oti, 
powers as well. Those who work for the rate of that day and accord! 
to the idea that whoever pays more is better, eat according to the ral 
of that day. Everyone supported them that day. In spite of this, G, 
the Most High and Exalted, blessed you and made you victorio 
over these great powers and curtailed the hands of foreigners. With i 
Will of God, their hands will remain curtailed. This is a great Dav 
God. J 

Do not forget that we had a 15th of Khordad and this is the 
.ginning of the Islamic movement of Iran. Do not forget that we ha, 
17th of Shahrivar and we must not forget that on that day, we gave 
many martyrs and so much blood and the nation arose against foreigi 
ers and their agents. Blood was spilt, but it was victorious and also a 
r the other innumerable days. 

Recall days that they attacked us with complete cruelty and yoi 
with complete courage, your men and women, stood against the ' 
Someone told me, ‘I saw, with my own eyes, that a child of 10 or i 
was riding a motorcycle and went towards the tanks. The tank ran ov| 
and killed him.’ A spirit was bom which prompted a child to do such 
act. Empty handed, a monarchial empire of 2500 years, 2500 years 
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itninals was done away with. It a person studies history perhaps 
if re is not one person among them who was more or less distant from 
if ir crimes. Those who were like them called themselves ‘people of pa- 
ii,l ise’. They were also criminals. 

One of the shahs blinded his own courageous son so that the day 
oulii not come when he would gain power but the principal crime and 
ic person who was a genius at crime was this Mohammad Reza. His 
llier was not a criminal to the same extent because this Mohammad 
eza both inherited criminal tendencies and he himself was a criminal, 
c was a genius in crime and kept everything we had backwards in the 
nine of The Great Civilization’. He wanted to obliterate our Islam in 
if name of Islam. He wanted to take away our honor. He wanted to 
•stray our great history. He was more original in his crimes — that 
>ry person who is wandering over the world at the moment. 

Do not forget your honor. Our intellectuals and writers and all 
our groups of scholars should turn their attention to their own honor 
|ml glory. They should not prostrate themselves so much towards the 
Zest and writers of books. You yourselves have things to say. What dif- 
'icnce does it make to you what so and so from the West said? Why do 
mi quote from a foreigner so that the spirit of our young people be- 
nnes melancoly and show them to be out of their framework. You 
cople must protest and not buy anything from a drug store with a 
ireign name until they change its name. These beloved university 
(indents of ours should pay attention to the fact that when a writer 
notes from a foreigner, do not buy that book and do not read it. 
you do this and buyers pull back, they will stop doing it. They want 
ustomers. When a commodity -has no customers, it is discontinued. 

Push away and turn your hacks on things which pull you to the 
cst and trample upon your honor and in place of it, they put Western 
liings. With the Will of God, if there is time, I will speak more about 
liis. I cannot now express the whole situation. I pray for you. May 
iod continue His Mercy upon this nation in the way that He Blessed 
Ins nation and showed it Mercy and saved us from foreigners and their 
Igents so that foreigners will no longer penetrate. May God give you 
II happiness, health, greatness, strength and seriousness. May God save 
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you from those kinds of freedoms which are colonistic and o 
from abroad. 

Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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September 20, 1979. The Revolutionary Message and Historical Reli- 
lilnus Decree (fatwa ) of Imam Khomeini. 


In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

The time is near for one of the great rituals of Islam which consists 
ol' a humanity awakened to religious matters, politics and social affairs, 
Unit is, the ritual of the Hadj or pilgrimage to the House of God. It is 
necessary that from the beginning of the Islamic Republic, founded 
upon the great Revolution of the noble people of Iran, that this sacred 
iHuai be purified from all effects of the idol worshipping tyrants. 

It must be returned to the real Islam. With the Will of God, in the 
Koveming of the Islamic Republic, this sacred ritual, with all the spiri- 
luul meaning which it contains, will be realized. It is necessary t at 
ncveral points be mentioned: 

1 .It is necessary that I remind the respected religious leaders of the 
viirious groups that before leaving for Mecca, you should hold meetings 
to inform the pilgrims of their religious duties and revolutionary re- 
ponsibilities. 

! 2 All of our Moslem brothers and sisters should pay attention to < 
the fact that orte of the most important aspects of the philosophy of/ 
the Hadj is to establish an understanding and brotherhood among Mos¬ 
lems. It is necessary that scholars and religious leaders express their, 
essential political and social beliefs to your Moslem brothers. In order 
to do so, plans should be made so that when they return to their own 
countries, they can place the plans at the disposal of their relgious 

lenders and others. . / 

3.In this year in which Iran is at the threshold of an Islamic Re¬ 
public, and because of unjust propaganda of the foreigners, it is possible 
that Moslems from various countries not be infonned of the depth of 
I he Islamic movement in Iran. Therefore it is necessary that religious 




leaders, speakers and scholars, with whatever means that are avail H * as ^ ^ or § reatness °f I s l am fr°ni God and the happiness of the 
introduce this sacred rnovment. The other pilfrims must tp p V fiff 1>slem people and victory for all in taking the sacred, movement to a 
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lie upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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ISLAM IS THE GREAT RELIGION OF UNITY 


September 24, 1979. Die message of [mam Khomeini for 
of the Pilgrimage (hadf), 1399. A.H. 


the gatheijtt 


In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 


And hold you fast to God's covenant 
together, be not divided 
so that by His blessing you become brothers 
you where upon the brink of a pit of Fire 
and He delivered you from it 
thus does God clearly explain His signs for you 
so that you may be guided (3:102) ‘ 

Greetings to all of the Moslems of the world, East and West ai 
greetings to the pilgrims of the House of Abraham, may God grant sJ 
cess to all of them. W 

It cannot be denied, it is obvious that Islam is the great religion i! 
Unity. It destroys pagentry, idolatry and selfishness. It is a religil 
based on the nature of humanity. It liberates one from the bonds an 
chains of nature and from the jinn who are both hidden and manifes 
It is a political religion and leads one upon the straight path. Islam i 
neither eastern nor western. It is a religion in which prayer is combine 
with politics and politics is considered to be a kind of prayer. 

Now that Moslems of different countries of the world are going! 
the Ka ba, the house of their hopes, now that they are going on a pi 
grim age to the House of God to perform this most important divia] 
ritual, now that it is the time for this great Islamic gathering at til 
sacred place, Moslems, who are awakened by God, must, in addition t 
embracing their devotions, benefit from the political and social possib 
lities. They should not be satisfied with external devotions alone. 

It is known that no government or leader in the world could estal 
lish such an important and great gathering. It is only by God’s corn 
mand that such a great gathering is held. Unfortunately, throughout tl 


whole of history, Moslems have not been able to take advangage of this 
divine power in the Islamic gathering of the Hadj and make favorable 
Use of it for Islam and Moslems. 

There are several political duties which are part of any gathering, 
•■specially such a valuable gathering as the Hadj. One of these duties is 
being aware of the basic and political difficulties of Islam and Moslems. 
Such an awareness is only possible at such a gathering of clergymen, 
Intellectuals and pilgrims to the House of God who are engaged in social 
net ion. They have the opportunity to discuss problems together and by 
discussing them, find solutions and then when they return to their 
country, they can put their solutions into action. 

Another important duty at this great gathering is to invite people 
und Islamic communities to the Unity of the Word and eliminate class 
distinctions which exist among Moslems. It is the duty of preachers, 
speakers and writers to perform this important task and try to bring all 
of the deprived people of the world into a united front. Through the 
testimony of la illaha ilia Lah, Moslems must liberate themselves from 
Hie slavery and oppression which evil powers, imperialists and exploi¬ 
ters bring. Through Islamic brotherhood, Moslems must defeat these 
forces. 

My dear sisters and brothers, in whatever country you may reside, 
you must defend your Islamic honor. You must stand fearless against 
your enemies whether they be America, International Zionism or Eas¬ 
tern or Western super-powers , You must defend Islamic nations. You 
must reveal the oppressions of Islam’s enemies. 

My Moslem brothers and sisters, you are well aware of the fact 
that Eastern and Western super-powers are plundering both our mate¬ 
rial and spiritual benefits. They are keeping all of us in poverty. They 
me trying to make us politically, economicallyj culturally and mili¬ 
tarily dependent upon them. You must be awakened. You must seek 
out your Islamic identity. You must not accept oppression. You must 
Intelligently reveal the evil plans of international and world oppres- 
Nors and imperialists who regulate them in America. 

Today, Jerusalem, the place of the first Islamic direction of pray¬ 
er ( qiblah ) is occupied by Israel, this cancerous gland of the Middle 
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East. Israel is massacreing our deal Lebanese and Palestinian brothen 
and sisters with all of their powers. Israel, with all its evil means and 
powers, creates discrepancies among Moslems. It is necessary foT ali 
Moslems to arm themselves against Israel. 

The Moslem countries of Africa are being contorted under the 
pressure of America and its agents. Moslem Africa is today shouting 
its cry of oppression as loud as it can. The philosophy of the Hadi 
should reply to those cries of oppression. 

Circling around the Ka ba means that you should circle around 
mthing other than God. The stoning and punishing means to stone and 
do away with the demons of mankind. When you are throwing your 
•hones, make a covenant with God to stone and do away with the super¬ 
powers and demons of mankind from Moslem nations. 

Today, the Moslem world is in bondage to America. You must take 
God’s message to all Moslems on all continents. The message of God is 
to worship none but He. Moslems of the world and followers of the 
School of Unity know that the secret of the troubles and difficulties of 
Moslem countries is disunity and the secret of victory is the Unity of 
the Word and bringing about harmony. 

God has tdld us. And hold yon fast to God’s covenant, together, 
he not divided.’ To adhere to God’s covenant is to hold to the solida- 
nty and harmony of all Moslems for Islam and towards Islam and for 
the sake of all Moslems. It is to avoid any kind of disunity, discrepai 
cies and self-worship which is (he main cause of all of the miseries an 
falling behind. 

I ask God the Almighty for the glory of Islam as well as the Unit 

_i_ .it . . 


MAKE AGREEMENTS OF UNITY AND SOLIDARITY IN THESE 

SACRED PLACES 

October 31, 1979. Imam Khomeini issued an important message upon 

an M ,0 r ° f ' f d , ay ° f An,fat of the P U 8 rima S e which was addressed 
all Moslems of the world. This message was read to hundreds of 

ousands of persons gathered at Arafat as well as to those in Mecca 
ind it was broadcast to the Islamic world, 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 


* —■**£,..ly 1U1 LUC gxory oi isiam as well as the Unit* ” u. iiiuis ana who rebelled against the arroennt You 

and solidarity tor Moslems all over the world. Greetings to all Moslem] " the hlessctl P^ces which, at the time of the revelation were drv 
and all of the good and mous creatures nf 1 deserts and monntainc nmi */«+ i „ ’ ere 


The Prophet of God is a good example for you.’ Greetings and the 
essmgs of God upon the great Prophet of Islam who arose alone 
long the idolaters and arrogant, who raised the flag of Unity in favour 

propic ° f ,he wor,d ' 

numbers of lus followers were small and that they had insufficient 
Hiuipment but with the support of the power of faith and determina- 
inn, he revolted against the tyrants and oppressors. Within less than 

llie worlrL ^ S ° Und ° f U " ity S P read all the cultivated parts of 

You honorable pilgrims have come from all parts of the world to 
Hie sacred House ol God, to the center of Unity, the place of revel-. 
Hon. the place of Abraham and Mohammad, two great men who were 

r« h7h?i.°i! 1 .: md 7 h< ? rebe, l ed a .8 ainst the arrogant. You are now 


and all of the good and pious creatures of God. 

Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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and „ yCt V ^ the PlaCC ° f ‘^descendkgof 
, ang ® I f 1 of God where ‘he soldiers of God were attacked the rcsi- 
niceof the prophets of God and pious followers of God 

You should realize the importance and greatness of the nlaces 
unity and solidarity in these sacred places.Avoid separation, 
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(M'CNsive America and the criminal Israel to the people of the world and 
ii'*k lor their assistance. Make the crimes of these criminals known. Rely 
on God for the improvement of Islamic affairs. Curtail the hands of 
i rlminals from Islamic countries. 

With the Will of God, the Almighty, I give you the good news of 
victory. Greetings to the Prophet of God, leaders of Moslems and pious 
followers of God. May God’s blessings be upon all of you. 


fighting with each other. As God has commanded, ‘Do not fight witl 
each other for that will cause your respect to be destroyed.’ The chjj 
racteristic of faith and Islam will be d iminished by fighting among youf 
selves and taking up ranks according to yourpersonal wishes which an 
against the instructions of God. Unite I in the Truth, with the Unity p 
the Word and the word. Unity, you have the main sources of the gre 
ness of the Islamic community and they will bring victory. 

All of you Moslems of the world, what has happened to you? Hoi 
was it that in the early stages of Islam, a few Moslems defeated th ,, ‘*nce be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
super-powers of that time and created the great humanitarian, Isla 
community, but now you have approximately a one billion populate 
and hold the most important resources which are our arms, and yOi 
show only weakness and humility towards the enemy? 

Do you know that the most important cause of your miseriesJ 
due to the separation and contrasts of the heads of your country a: 
consequently, you yourselves. Arise! Take up the Qoran! Obey Goi 
command so that you will be able to return to and revive the greatn 
and glory of Islam. Coine and just listen to the words of God win 
God says, ‘I give you one advice, arise and revolt for God, one by o: 
or two by two.’ Arise all of you for the sake of God. Arise against t| 
inner satans. All arise against the satanic powers of the world. Ai 
uprising which is divinely inspired and for the sake of God will be v 
torious. 

You Moslems and deprived people of the world, give your Irani 
to each other, turn your attention towards God, trust in Islam a] 
revolt against the arrogant and the oppressors of the rights of the p 
pie. Oh, pilgrims to the House of God, join each other and gather tj 
gethcr in sacred places and ask for victory of God and the greatness J 
Moslems and the deprived and abased people of the world. 

You speakers and writers must discuss the social and political pri 
blems of your country at the great gatherings of Arafat, Mashai, Mini 
Mecca and Medina with your brothers in faith and ask for the assistant 
of each other. 

You are all pilgrims to the House of God. Try to speak of leftji 
and Tightest conspiracies and in particular, those of the plundering, of 
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MOSLEM COUNTRIES MUSr DEFEND ALL FREEDOM 
ORGANIZATIONS IN THE WORLD 

November 3, 1979. The message of Imam Khomeini to the Algerian 
people on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of their independence. 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

Having reached the threshold of 25 years of freedom from the. 
oppressive domination of the so-called ‘civilized’ colonizers, 1 express 
my own sincere greetings as well as the greetings of all Iranians to our 
brother nation, Algeria. 

Our nation has also tasted the bitterness of foreign domination 
and the plunders of oil, especially that of the U.S. Thus, we sense 
what you have suffered. We share in the sorrow and happiness of the 
whole Algerian nation and other Moslem countries because of our belief 
in brotherhood. 

I hope that Moslems of the world who are now at the threshold of 
the fifteenth century of the hegira will really study these difficulties 
and the oriein of them and with solidarity, unity, and the endorsement 

of Islam, under the honorable banner of Islam, release themselves from 
the bind of the colonizers. 

Moslems who are at the threshold of the new century who have 
sensed unbearable suffering and who have seen nothing from the satanic 
super-powers but plundering, crime and difficulties, should now sincere-! 
ly unite together and by turning their attention to God and Islam,try to 
find solutions to their problems. 

The first essential step is that Moslem nations and their national 
governments must try to remove their mental dependence upon the 
West and find their own genuine culture.They should free themselves 
and the eastern countries and the African continent which has been 
awakened by the Islamic national, bloody revolution of the brave peo¬ 
ple of Algeria, from the domination of America and other colonizing 
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countries. They must stand on their own two feet and seriously fight 
.igainst the culture of the West which is exported to them. 

African, Asian and other countries which are under domination 
must know that the corruption which is exported from colonizing, 
conspiring countries like America is not comparable to their changing 
themselves. Thus, all Islamic countries such as Iran must spiritually 
and financially support countries which are fighting colonizing coin 
ntries. 

Islamic countries must defend all freedom organizations of the 
world. We seriously condemn the conspiracies of Egypt. America and 
brae! for destroying and defeating the great revolution of the brave 
Palestinian people. Let the heads and representatives of the countries 
which have gathered in Algeria to unite and curtail the affairs of right¬ 
ist and leftist criminals headed by the U.S., thoroughly defeat Israel 
and return the rights of the Palestinian people to them. 

I ask God to return awareness, solidarity, unity and glory to all 
Islamic countries.Greetings to you and to all faithful servants of God. 

Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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MOSLEMS MUST FEND ISLAM 


November 3,1979. Imam Khomeini meets with a stoop of Saudia Ara 
bian students who live in Iran oa the occasion of id-i-ghorban. Imam 
Khomeini spoke about the following: 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

The movement in Iran does not belong to itself alone because 
Islam is not special to any one group. Islam has come for mankind nol 
for Moslems and not for Iran. The prophets and the Prophet of Islam 
were sent to human beings. They called out to the people ( aiyaha-n■ 
nass :) and we who brought about the movement did so for an Islamic 
Republic. A movement for Islam cannot relate to one country and nol 
even to all of the Islamic countries. Islam is, in fact, the movement 
which follows the prophets. 

Our great Prophet came from Saudia Arabia but his invitation did 
not belong to Saudia Arabia alone. It related to all of the world. A 
human being is a creature who at the beginning is like an animal and il 
he grows, he becomes a spiritual creature, who becomes higher than the 
angels of God and if he goes towards corruption, he becomes a creature 
lower than all of the animals. 

Now you see those people who claim to be humanitarian and they 
support human beings and animals but I do not think that you will find 
an animal among all the animals who is more savage than they are. 
They are creatures who want to murder millions of human beings be 
cause of their own interests. Even if an animal is a flesh-eater, it does 
not kill more than that which fills its stomach and when it is full, il 
leaves the other animals alone. But these people are ready to kill mul 
titudes of people for only a small profit. 

Other people who do not wall their interests or at least, do not act 
to the other’s advantage, their existence cannot be considered to be un¬ 
important. Unfortunately, there are organizations among Moslem and 
eastern societies themselves, in your countries, who believe their words 


ind they say, ‘The east is backwards from the point of view of 
(bought,’ or they do not believe them but they work for them. We must 
call them traitors. 

They design these words in the midst of their own society. Ame- 
lican media and the media which is directly under the influence of 
Zionism expresses that. These very expressed problems are spread to 
iheir own countries so that eastern and Moslem countries can no longer 
lind Islam. They cannot have a noble existence. Moslems must find 
Islam. Islam has tied from their hands. Wc do not know what Islam is 
now. The West and these criminals have influenced our minds to such 
in extent that we have lost Islam. Even though every year in the great 
( rno'azameh ) Mecca, which God, the Most Exalted, has determined to 
be the place of gathering of Moslems, Moslems gather there but they do 
not know what they are doing. They do not use it in an Islamic way 
and this political center is changed into a center where affairs neglect 
l he problems of Moslems. 

If Moslems knew the politics for which the Pilgrimage (had]) was 
established, this would be sufficient in order for them to find their own 
independence. Unfortunately, we have lost Islam. They have complete¬ 
ly separated it from politics. They cut off its head and gave the rest to 
ns. They have created this situation for us. As long as Moslems remain 
in this situation, they cannot reach their glory. The glory of Islam is 
I hat which existed at the beginning of Islam. They destroyed two em¬ 
pires with their few numbers because they wanted to build human 
beings. 

Islam does not conquer. Islam wants all countries to become Mos¬ 
lem, of themselves. That is, Islam seeks to make those people who are 
not human beings, human. They captured some people in a jungle. 

I hey tied them up and were taking them back when our great Prophet 
said, ‘I must take them to paradise with chains.’ 

Islam exists to correct society and if a sword is unsheathed, it 
is unsheathed to destroy the corruptors who do not allow society to 
be corrected. In this way, the others can be corrected. I hope that if 
we are successful, it will gradually be corrected. We face many difficul¬ 
ties now. We need the prayers of all Moslems. May God confirm all of 
vou. 
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GOVERNMENT S THUNK THAI i Y MUST GOVERN 

AND THAT 

PEOPLE MUST BLINDLY FOLLOW 

November 3, 1979. Imam Khomeini speaks to the Ambassadors front 
Arab countries oil the occasion of id-i-qorban. Imam Khomeini, in con 
gratulnting them, said the following: 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

I offer congratulations to all Moslem nations upon the occasion o 
flic great Moslem festival of id-i-ghorban. 1 hope that all festivals will 
he auspicious and blessed for all Moslem nations. I thank you gentle¬ 
men tor coming so that we can discuss our affairs together at close 
hand. I he festival of Moslems is blessed and auspicious when Moslems 
find themselves, their independence and glory, the glory which existed 
at the beginning of Islam for Moslems. While Moslems are separated and 
in a state of disunity and when everything they have is connected to 
foreigners, no day is auspicious. A day is auspicious when the hands of 
foreigners are curtailed from Moslem countries and Moslems stand upon 
t v. ir own feet and they undertake the affairs of their own countries. 

Islam Wants Governments to Serve the People 

I do not know when the problems which take up the attention ol 
both Moslem governments and people will be solved. One of the majol 
problems which Moslems have entangled themselves with is the problem 
between governments and the people. Another problem is betweel 
Moslem states. The problem of governments and the people is that the 
governments do not know themselves and the people do not know 
themselves. Governments tlrink that they must rule and people must 
blindly follow while the problem is that governments want to rule and 
it is because ol this desire to rule that they put down their own people. 
II this problem is not solved, basic problems which we have will not 
be solved by the super-powers. While governments do not know their 


duties, they do know that the problem which exists between them is 
caused by the very problems and the disorder within their own coun¬ 
tries. But because of the interference of some problems or because of 
bad intentions or treacheries of some groups, these problems will not 
be solved. For how long must we be entangled with these problems and 
dependent upon the East and the West? When do Moslem countries 
want to awaken? When do Moslem countries want to act according to 
the way that it was at the beginning of Islam between Moslem govern¬ 
ments and its people? For how long do we want to remain separate 
from our people? 

Notice these two situations which our people had. One situation 
existed at the time of the monarchial regime. From the beginning of 
the monarchy to the end, and , in particular, in the last fifty or so 
years which I remember in total and perhaps you do not remember, but 
you did see some of it. Compare us to then or the time when our 
people dominated all of the powers and super-powers and they broke 
this great barrier. Compare us to these two situations. See what they 
should do. Compare the governments to these two situations. See what 
they should do. 

While the previous regime existed, the people were separate from 
the government, not an indifferent separation but a separation in which 
they confronted each other — the government and the deposed shah 
put all their efforts into pushing down the people. With all his power, 
lie pushed down the people, imprisoned them, tortured them, executed 
them and did not allow them to breathe. The people, on the other 
hand, opposed him and if a problem arose for the government, if the 
people did not increase the problem, they did not decrease it. And if 
the government was defeated, the people would be happy and if the 
government and the shah dominated, the people would be unhappy. 

The auspicious day is the day when the hands of foreigners will 
be curtailed from Moslem countries. We saw and you also heard and 1 
heard some of them and l saw some of them. Reza Khan ruled here, 
lie ruled the people in a despotic and unlawful way which history will 
record. The day when foreign ountries took the offensive and they 
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took our country and everything we had was endangered, I bore witness 
to the fact that when Reza Khan left Iran - they threw him out - our 
people, at the same time that they were unhappy, they were happy 
by the coming of the foreigners. They felt this to be a gift from heaven. 
I advised his idiot son not to do something so that when he was des¬ 
troyed like bis father, the people would be happy. Then when he left, 
the people celebrated. They celebrated in the streets. That was a 
government which opposed its own people and now you see a govern¬ 
ment which does not confront the people, people do not fear them, 
imprison them and torture them. Now the people are such that if a pro¬ 
blem arises for the government, the people themselves will first step for¬ 
ward in order to solve the problem. 

The problems which our people had, because of the previous re¬ 
gime, cannot all be solved. Our people fell together and they are helping 
each other. Today, before your coming, people who have been active 
in the Reconstruction Crusade in Qom came to see me and they spoke 
of their activities without receiving any aid from the government. It was 
a great deal - buildings had been built, wheat fields had been thrashed, 
farmers were helped, baths were built, public health was seen to and so 
forth. These people know their country to be a part of themselves, 
They know its governments to be a part of themselves. 

When the country belongs to itself and the government to itself, 
neither does-the government feel that it must use the force of bayonets 
nor do the people fear that the government might do such a thing. They 
do not feel that if they help, they are helping foreigners. 

Look at these two situations. One is the situation when our format 
government was separate from the people and now the situation is that 
the people are not separate from the government. Islam wants that 
governments serve the people. 

The greatest problem which we Moslems face, unfortunately, I 
must say, is that we grow slowly. Our political growth is slow. We still 
feel that with the force of bayonets, and with pressure and security 
organizations and the army, one can correct a people and a nation can 
in this way achieve its independence. We still think that way. Our go¬ 
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vernments still think that they must crush the people, in whatever way 
possible. When will this problem be solved? When will these govern¬ 
ments come to their senses? 

Be a friend to your people and they will support you and you will 
serve them. If people feel that governments have come into being to 
support and serve them, there is no problem that they also are ready 
to serve and are even ready to serve more. This problem must be solved 
by the governments themselves, but, unfortunately, they are not. This 
is one of the problems and until this problem is not solved, there is no 
hope that we will be able to oppose the super-powers and push them 
out of our countries. 

The second problem is similar. It is the problem of governments. 
Why is it that Moslem governments should be this way with each 
other - where they pull each other in different directions? Why should 
countries who have everything and have all kinds of power, like Israel, 
with its small numbers, come and rule the way they do? Why should it 
he this way? Is it not that people are separate from each other, separate 
from the governments and governments are separate from each other? A 
billion people — the Moslem population of the world, with all their 
weapons, are sitting by and Israel commits all those crimes against Le¬ 
banon and Palestine. They are sitting by watching, they are viewers. 
The voices of our brothers from there are so loud, but we are sitting by 
listening. We are viewers. When will wc discover our powers? You have 
seen in history that Moslems, at the beginning of Islam, with just a few 
numbers hut concentrated and with faith, dominated. In a period of 
lime of less than a half a century, they dominated the known world at 
that time, because they were together. The weapon of faith was in their 
hands. We want to take up the weapon of faith which has been put 
aside and confront those powers with the weapon of faith. You have 
seen how a nation, small in number, and who had no military weapons, 
no instruments for warfare, no official soldiers, had the weapon of faith 
and with this weapon of faith, they dominated upon a satanic force 
which was supported by all powers. 

When do Moslems want to awaken from their sleep and solve the 
problems between them? Until such time that the problem between 
them is solved — the problem between themselves and the one between 
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governments and their people and the problem between the govern- 
I11cnts themselves - you cannot have the hope that you will reach your 
f'- y -We »iave spoken and written about this for many years. With the 
Will Of God, God will awaken us Moslems and will cause us Moslems to 
become familiar with our Islamic, our divine duties. With the Will of 
God. God will grant that our festivals («/) will be real festivals, not a 
festival where we are entangled with the super-powers. May God con- 
hrm all of you and give strength to all Moslem countries, give us all 
raith and help us to solve our problems. 

Peace be upon you, and (he Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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THE U.S. CANT DO A DAMN THING 

November 5,1979. [mam Khomeini gave the following message to the 
students of the Faculty of Economy of Isfahan University and a Tech¬ 
nical Development Group despatched lo Kurdistan. 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

Ore of the problems we encounter is the use conspirators make of 
the feelings of our youth. These conspirators, who found themselves 
Icfeated, who could not fight our people, as our people fonned a solid 
unit and were successful in theii struggle with those great powers, are 
now trying to use the pure feelings of our youth to their own benefit. 
Our youth are not aware of these conspiracies. Although we have trans¬ 
formed and the Revolution lias succeeded but lias not as yet borne 
fruit, their aim is to make use of whatever means they have to spread 
propaganda throughout the country so that our youth despair of the 
way they have chosen. Our youth, although filled with the purest of 
sentiments, our hope is dependent upon them, unfortunately do not 
sit back and consider the sense of their words and talk sense back to 
them. The conspirators say. The Revolution brought no results.’ It 
is up to you young people to reply to those principles which the 
people originally aimed for. 

Let’s look and see if success has been achieved or not. Let’s look 
and see what the principles weie the day our people rushed into the 
streets. What did our women, men and youth want? Have their wants 
been met or not? 

What they wanted and what was heard throughout the country, 
town, streets, lanes, schools and everywhere was independence, free¬ 
dom and Islamic Republic. These three slogans were chanted by all.Dur¬ 
ing those days, the only aim they had was to overthrow that regime and 
establish a new system where they would have independence. Following 
the suffocation of 50 years or more, we could even say 2500 years, we 
have achieved freedom, no other countries are our masters; no one has 
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m ad e us their captive. Were these not the original principles'* Were not 
the first principles of our people the same as those three slogans'* Arc 
they say our Revolution is over bat nothing lias happened. 

Ihey say that the principles which our people fust wanted have 

"° ff >ec ” glven - sa ^ The system of the monarchy still exists 
Suffocation prevails.’ ‘Consultants of the super-powers are still at 

their rukT’’ areaCtlve a,ld our government or people are still under 


Freedom 

CI1 . When | l tdl you these &<*», you yourself reply that not only havl 
. ch aims been attained, but, it is freedom which has brought me and 
you here together. When did the opportunity exist in the pasT^ ye J 
or you to assembly in such a gathering and talk? It is freedom which 
allows you to talk, to criticize. You can criticize the previous 3 
anu the present government as well. This is freedom Nobody cmnes 
and asks you not to criticize. Therefore, we have attained freedom I 
is one of the things our people cried out for and we have attained it 

aware th t r , 1 t n h PeildCnC fi they “ y the U ' S ‘ sti " *"cm. here You ai 

com.pt,o, Th v fSfl y ° Uths haVe OCCUpied this center of 

orruption They hold Americans in this center. They took this center 

of corrupt.™ and the U.S. can’t do a damn thing abouUt Otfr youtl 

should be confident that the U.S. can’t do a damn thing The 

f l " lllIaly llller ' cnll<1 "' is noneaense. How can til 
yA™ ltanIy lnteivene 111 thls country? It is impossible for them to do 

°ht How'?an TT‘°" ° fi ‘" ° fl "'People of,™ ^ofi 

U !I * , h U S - stand a 8 ainst al1 the people of the world 

< nd militarily intervene? It is a damned act if they choose military ini 

erven ion. on t be afraid. Our youth once again respond with feelings 

VL7,u \ W f d d ° if the U S ‘ sh0llld militarily intervene. This 
-out e orgotten. The U.S. is unable to militarily intervene here. 

thp l ave " iafi y Problems and issues before them. They solvJ 

them with difficulty. They can’t do such an act. If they could have mill 

uolvers" wirh" th Iian ’ t !? ey WOuld have ke Pt the shah with their 
powers. With the power of propaganda, they struggled to keep him 


but our people did not pay any attention to them. Not only were the 
U.S, powers useless, but all those who stood together to keep the shah 
here failed. 

When this nation wants something, it is impossible to stand against 
them. Nobody can. No power can. It was not our youth who suggested 
there may be military intervention. Their intervention is always satanic 
and conspiratory. When they want to intervene, they encourage our 
youths to stage a demonstration. Then their elements break through the 
mob and create turmoil so that we no longer have a free or peaceful en¬ 
vironment in order to carry out our programs. They use these satanic 
ways to push forward. They send their satans to our dear, pure-hearted 
youth. They create propaganda. They write what they want to do on 
the walls. We see that they have started our young people to stage an 
apparently lawful demonstration in the streets. But they essentially 
want to take unjustified advantage of such a lawful demonstration. 

For instance, as to the occupation of the U.S. embassy, that is 
the U.S. center of conspiracy, by a great number of our youths, we 
were informed last night that there is a rumor of large demonstrations 
lo be held in Tabriz and Tehran and other cities in support of Mr. 
Bazargan. They wanted to have such a demonstration. I do not know 
whether or not they succeeded. They wanted to raise such an issue. 

Plans of the Satans 

Their intention is to take a situation to a point of grave conse¬ 
quence. For instance, There is the Iraqi embassy, attack it and destroy 
it. Or, There is the Afghani embassy, attack it and destroy it.’ They 
stir up such things so that our country will stand against all nations. 
These satans have these plans. Our youth must be aware. They must not 
be impressed by them. Did Mr. Bazargan, for whom they call the de¬ 
monstration, oppose the Revolutionary Council? No. This is just a 
door. Mr. Bazargan had become a little tired. He said, ‘Let me sit on 
the side.’ But it does not mean that now that he is in the sidelines, he 
does not participate in any affairs. He is one of the persons most res- 

pected by all. They should not think he has been dishonored. Not at 
all. He is respected. 
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But for something winch has been accepted by people, thejl 
should not rush into the streets and setup something'which they want 
to make a game out of. Suddenly a person is hilled and one or two slo¬ 
gans are given. If you recollect, I was not here. But I was informed that 
once when a group was demonstrating in Qom against the previous re¬ 
gime, they were holding a peaceful demonstration but suddenly, they 
saw that someone threw something from a corner and broke a window, 
a window of a bank office,or destroyed a place. Sometimes a person is 
killed. Then they attempt to stir up others and create a massacre. They 
act according to plan. Military intervention is not at all considered. In 
their conspiracies, they make use of our own forces. They do not use 
their own powers. They use our own powers in our own countries. 

What do they benefit from in Kordistan? An American soldier is 
not sent to serve there. They use their own Satanic tactics. They benefit 
from persons who are somehow related or dishonest. These dishonest 
people take advantage of some simple-hearted Kurds. They say some¬ 
thing to them and spread the words. Their aim is to destroy Kurdistan. 
The Iranian army has gone to that territory to prevent their killings,! 
cutting-off heads and torture. Immediately afterwards, they staid to 
write that we, namely, the Government of Iran, want to destroy the 
Kurds. Our army has gone to safe-guard the Kurds, but they say it has 
gone to destroy them. 

The Number One Enemy 

I have not heard anything about the support of the group called! 
Fedayie Khalq (devotees of the people) for the youths who have oc¬ 
cupied the embassy. If they are not American, why didn’t they support! 
our youth? If they are pro-Russian or non-nationalists, who are they?! 
If they are nationalists, America is their enemy as all of our nation is 
their enemy because America has kept our number one enemy. They 
were our enemy when he was here. They were people who had a mis¬ 
sion to their own country, namely, a mission to prevent this country! 
from moving one step forward towards progress. We, you and oiul 
people, all consider America to be their first enemy. Now that our 
youth have occupied there and found it to be a center of conspiracy, 

I have not heard one word of support from the Fedayie Khalq for 
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our youth I have not heard anything. Perhaps you may have heard 
something. If the actions of our youth were, for instance, against the 
government or against Islam, you would see how they would fan the 
issue. 

One of their plans is just this. 1 have a copy of it. It is signed by 
(lie Fedayie Khalq. They are spreading such lies so that this movement 
will not reach fruition. They say, “Nothing has been done in Kurdistan. 
Nothing. Nothing.’ You yourselves have read about all that has been 
done in spite of all they do to prevent any action of ours. In order for 
ns to do even more, there needs to be a peaceful environment. Can a 
group asphalt the roads when there is war in a country? It can’t be 
done. Now you have read about all of the things done in Kurdistan, 
tilings you yourselves accomplished. God safe-guard you youth. These 
elements, without any shame whatsoever, say that nothing has been 
done and it is the same as it was before. 

They have written in one of their circulars that political prisoners 
existed during the time of Mohammad Reza and now they also exist 
and even, have increased. They have not thought that the political 
prisoners who are now in jail, w^re people who during the time of Mo¬ 
hammad Reza Khan were active against the nation. Do you consider 
thieves (o be political prisoners? Do you consider those who have 
revolted against this country, against their nation, those who have com¬ 
mitted treachery, to be political dignataries? Was Nassiri a political 
Signatory? Was Hoveyda a political dignatory? Or were they thieves? 
Why do you call them political dignataries? Those who are now in pri¬ 
son are the SAVAK elements. They are criminals and persons who 
either killed or gave the order for the killing or torturing of our youth. 

file Rotten Propaganda 

Who was in prison during the time of Mohammad Reza? Which 
elass was in prison? Learned scholars, university educated persons and 
<iur national dignataries were in prison. Who is in prison now? Those 
who are from SAVAK. If you are not from SAVAK, how is it that you 
consider these persons to be political dignataries? If you have no rela 
lion with the former regime, if you are not a part of the SAVAK mec- 
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hanism and if you do not actively work for SAVAK, how do you write 
in your articles that political dignitaries in prison are more now than 
during the time of Mohammad Rcza? Do you consider thieves to be 
political dignataries? It is known that your policy is other than the 
policy desired by our people, our genuine people. If you have no re¬ 
lations with them, how could you say those persons who were in pri¬ 
son during the past regime and aTe there now are both political digna¬ 
taries? 

During the time when we had prisoners, we had real political pri¬ 
soners like the deceased Taleqani, like Mr. Montazeri and like Mr. La- 
houti, who were full of knowledge. A great number of such persons 
were in prison and suffered torture. The leg of one of our respected 
clergymen was sawed off. We were told that there were many nice and 
respected people who were in prison for many years, political dignata¬ 
ries other than clergymen who underwent torture and torment, because 
they were opposed to the regime. Such persons were in prison during 
that time and now those who are from SAVAK are in prison. These 
persons who call themselves Fedayie Khalq say nothing has been chang¬ 
ed. They think, no, they do not think, rather, they delude themselves 
by saying that there is no difference between that imprisonment and 
this. Whether or not theives are imprisoned or honest persons are impri¬ 
soned, or whether or not plunderers and murderers are imprisoned or 
persons who want to prevent the plundering! 

Such is their logic. Our youths must not be deceived by their 
rotten propaganda. This progapanda is made by America. America 
does not bring its army here. America brings its writers here. America 
brings its speakers here. America despatches its own elements which 
have been trained for many years, in order to stir up trouble. 

Political Insanity 

America has created such disturbances in Kurdistan. They cause 
confusion in Tehran and sometimes, they bring disorder to the univer¬ 
sities, sometimes they cause people to rush out into the streets. They 
act in such a way. Today, our youth occupy their den of corruption, 
in reaction to them keeping God’s worst creature, our worst murderer. 
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He served them and now they use pseudo-humanitarian excuses like 
wanting to give him medical attention. 

Today, at this very moment, conspiracies exist to take advantage 
of the virtue and sincerity of our youth. Suppose they whisper into 
their ears, ‘England is the same as the U.S. What difference is there? 
Attack and destroy their embassy.’ ‘France is the same as they are.’ 
They do not do things in a standard way. Their way is the way of ana- 
chy. 

They want people to think that our country is a country of chaos 
and anarchy where anyone can do anything he wants to do. They want 
the world to think that we need a guardian. Who is to be its guardian? 
Mr. Carter, who himself needs a guardian in order to prevent him from 
killing so many people. They have been struck with political insanity. 

They are manic to let so many people be killed and to cause so 
much corruption.They should go to a mental asylum for medical treat¬ 
ment. Their brains should be given treatment. They want to introduce 
our people as anarchists. They want to say that our people are savage. 

Once I was standing near the scene of a demonstration held by 
Iranians. It was during the time of Mohammad Reza. An American was 
standing beside me. He said, ‘Look at those savages.’ I said to him, ‘Are 
they savages because they are struggling to attain their rights?’ They 
tend to see us as such. Even if we say a right word, they still see us as 
savages. 

Our youth must be aware. They must not believe the words of 
everyone. One of the things they do is to spray poison around so that 
we will become disappointed with our Revolution, They say, ‘Nothing 
has been done.’ If there are primary tasks, I say they have been accomp¬ 
lished. Secondary tasks are in the process of being performed. Look at 
the tasks and construction of housing done during the government of 
Bazargan. These unfair persons say that not even a single house was 
built. Look at what people have done in the Reconstruction Crusade, 
look at what service people have rendered to farmers. A great number 
of tasks have been accomplished. You just mentioned some of them. 
You have gone everywhere and have rehabilitated all disorderliness. 
These persons still say nothing has been done. On the other hand, they 
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are actively involved in seeing that nothing gets done! These persons 
who introduce themselves as Feclayie Khalq set things on fire with a 
match. They set the harvest of a peasant on fire with a match. They 
shoot a gun and make a hole in the oil pipeline so that the oil of our 
people is wasted. 

If America wants to do something, it does so. America does 
not despatch an army here. America d.spatch.es persons worse than an 
army, civil or military. They use the same words. If an army came for¬ 
ward, we would also go forward. Tf the American army comes here, we 
will go forward together as a nation. 1 will go forward; all of you will 
go forward. America will not despatch an army. Be quite certain of this. 
Do not be afraid of America at all and its conspiracies. You youth who 
are in the universities should neutralize their actions. You should stop 
them if they intend to cause trouble in the Reconstruction Crusade. 
You should stop them wherever you are. Do not let them grow. They 
are the first class servant of those whom we consider to be our first 
class enemy. 1 hope that God assists you all and that you be success¬ 
ful. 

Do not expect immediate results in a country where everything 
has been destroyed, where they have escaped and destroyed the eco¬ 
nomy and left so many debts for our people. They ran away, they agi¬ 
tated everything and ran away. Do not expect everything to be restored 
quickly now that this Revolution is over. It requires time. A govern¬ 
ment should be established with your support and the support of the 
people. Proper elections should be held with the support of the people. 
People know competent persons. It is not necessary that we train them 
for years. Not at all. They understand. This nation can distinguish be¬ 
tween everything. It knows who is pious and who, at times, pretends to 
be pious. 

Such awareness exists in everyone who has lived for twenty or 
thirty years among these people and who knows their roots and who 
they are not. They realize who has charmed coquettishly and who has 
not. They realize well who the opponent was but they could not talk. 
People must select those persons whom they know to be in the service 
of this nation, those who have sympathy towards the deprived class. 
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We do nol intend to establish a House of Lords. The Senate is called 
the House ot Lords. We want to abolish the Lords and make them 
human. We closed down the doors of that House in which those Lords 
sat and committed so much treachery against this country. The House 
of Venerable Old Men, the House of Lords or the Senate, consisted 
of a gioup of parasites, old men on the verge of extinction. After all 
the treachery that they committed in their lifetime, they gathered 
together and talked with their friends about all the medicine they gave 
or the food they swallowed from the wealth of the people. 

This House is closed down. It is finished. We do not have a Senate 
any more. We have a Parliament. We do not want our Parliament to be 
established from among the high class. We intend to enjoy a Parliament 
consisting of peoples who are aware of the facts that occured to this 
nation. You have seen what happened over the fifty years or more 
during the course of the monarchist system. You have seen the people 
who passed on this nation. They know other people in their cities and 
rheir rural areas. They have observed what they have done during the 
course of time. In those days, agents did not work in a clandestine 
manner. They openly tortured the people. Such persons should be put 
aside and persons who are honest and who are known to them for their 
honesty, religion and service to the people, should be selected and they 
should elect them. 

Constitutional Law 

With the Will of God, Parliament will be established. The Consti¬ 
tutional Law will be put to a vote. It is nearly finished. It will be put 
to a vote after we read and approve it. If our people show coldness, 
it is one of the cases in which there is a conspiracy, in order to dis¬ 
courage people from this Constitutional Law. Ask them which article 
among all articles of this Constitution is a reaeitonary? Originally the 
first article which they put their finger on was article five, ‘leadership of 
the theologians’. It is an Islamic pattern and because they are afraid of 
Islam and they consider Islam to be reactionary, they do not dare call 
(slam itself reactionary. Rather, they say, Islam wants to take us back 
1400 years. The meaning is the same. It is just that they do not use 
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the word ‘Islam’. So many progressive ideas are hidden in the idea of 
the leadership of the theologians which are not obvious in other articles 
you see. People themselves elect a person whose ethics, religion and na¬ 
tionalism as well as lois knowledge and actions are set. Such a person 
supervises the situation so that treason is not committed. The same is 
true of the President whom people themselves elect. With the Will of 
God, they will appoint an honest person from now on. But, neverthe¬ 
less, an expert, religious theologian, who has spent his whole life in 
theology and has served Islam for a lifetime, is elected for precautious 


measures to observe what he does, lest he does wrong. Our coming Pres- veryone. 


ident will not do wrong but precautious measures have been taken in 
order to prevent it from ever happening. Our military, gendarmerie and 
other high-ranking leaders are no longer persons who are treacherous. 
But precautious measures have been taken so that the theologian, as an 
observer, supervises sensitive affairs. This is among the most progressive 
articles they approved in the Constitutional Law. 

Democracy 

The same persons who shouted and wrote, ‘Who needs Islam. Let’s 
have a Republic’, are afraid of Islam. They say, ‘Let it be a Democracy 
or a Democratic Republic.’ They do not understand that there are so 
many democracies known today in the world but do you know any 
country in which the great powers have acted on the basis of demo¬ 
cracy? The word democracy is used in a special way by everyone. It 


the Islamic Republic at that time, were afraid of Islam and not a 
Kepublic. Now they oppose the Assembly of Experts. Before that, 
iliey opposed the election of the Assembly. Later they opposed the 
\ssetnbly of Experts. The time will come when they will oppose Par¬ 
liament and then the referendum for the Constitution. Their problem 
is ‘why Islam?’ whereas our people know their goal to be Islam. Our 
people find their fulfillment in Islam. Islam possesses both the presenl 
md the future world. Our people want Islam. If our people only wan¬ 
k'd a Republic, all of them would beat their chests and congratulate 


Since it is paired with the word Islam, they oppose it and call it 
eactionary. They consider Islam to be reactionary. They consider God 
lo be reactionary. They are this kind of people! If they only had faith, 
uit they have not had any up to the present time. They dislike the 
I'rophet of Islam more than they dislike you because he has laid the 
jundation. It was a reactionary act which your nation of reactionaries 
'crformed. You removed the hands of treacherous persons from this 
ountry and they consider it reactionary. Ft was reactionary of you to 
hose to govern your own destiny. I do not know when they will 
waken, when they will desist from their wrong actions and opposition, 
regret that a group which should serve this country, should not appre- 
late that this nation gave their blood, threw out plunderers, removed 
lie hands of parasites, punished some of the murderers and some others 
will receive punishment, with the Will of God. I regret the fact that 


has a special meaning to the Russians. It has another meaning to the h C y don’t come onto the field and agree with this nation. The nation 
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Americans. It had a special meaning for Aristotle. Today, it has another 
meaning. We say that we do not want to include something which is 
ambigious and is interpreted everywhere in a different sense in our 


Constitution, so that later on anyone could change it according to his Luld ’return to saying, ‘Islam is reactionary,’ but they do not dare s 
or her own option. We say Islam. Islam does not intimate a different L Some 

meaning in every place. Islam is clear and every Moslem knows what it Lhether or not their repentance is true, 
means. We say Islamic Republic. Our people have also asked for an Is- 

lamic Republic. It is this which our people agreed to in a vote of 98.2%. . Everything has been done 

1.8X is not a significant opposition. J Our nation should awaken along with our youth. They should rea- 

From the very beginning they opposed it. Those who were again- L e that America does not entei our battlefield with arms, but rather it 


as given its everything. You now sit freely and leisurely in your rooms 
md write against this nation. One regrets the reflections they have. 
\gains, reactionary. Reactionary. If you opened their hearts they 

say 

l. Some obviously have said it and then repented but it is not known 
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conies with the pen. It doesnotcome here with a military force, rathei 
it will enter our battlefield with those persons who direct these affairs. 

You must be careful not to become tools in their hands by cooling-of! 
and thinking that nothing has been done. Everything has been done. Dot n 1070 i vu • •> , A 

you consider the act of breaking down a satanic nower which , „ 12 ,’ 197 ^ , Imam Khomeinis reply to the message of Pope 


you consider the act of breaking down a satanic power which was sup¬ 
ported by all the great powers to have teen a trifle act? Not only did 
the great powers accept them, but the second class powers as well? 
What do you want higher than this? You have attained a reputation in 
the world as well as a sense of greatness which no one else enjoys. Do 
not destroy it for the sake of the fact that, for example, in a certain 
place, there is less asphalt road than in another place. Did you give the 
blood of your children in order to get asphalted roads? Did you wan! 
asphalt? You acted for the sake of God. Acting for God is much higher 
than asphalt. It is higher than anything else. Do not sit and say and 
come here and complain about the affairs. Leave such complaints for ;i 
later time. We are now in the middle of the way. We must destroy this 


power. We must choke this conspiracy. It is conspiracies like this which ° S r or beIongin S to ai W other religion, one issue is un¬ 
persuade you to come and say that nothing has been done ear * 1 WOUld like to cIarif y this The 35 "^ion People of Iran, 


persuade you to come and say that nothing has been done. 

May God protect you. May the Will of God protect you all. God 
willing, He will save our youth. Our young people have been active 
from the beginning and they still are. They devoted themselves to us 
and to Islam. I pray for them. I am at their service. I would go and serve 
like them if I could, but I am an old man who is sitting here with 


WE FEAR NEITHER MILITARY ACTION 
NOR 

ECONOMIC SANCTIONS 


>hn Paul II through his envoy Msgr. Anibale Buguini. 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 


At this sensitive stage, I would not have accepted to meet an of- 
cial concerning this matter, but out of respect for the Christian leader, 
am happy to make an exception, since it gives me the opportunity to 
I ply to the message which the Pope has sent. 

In my opinion and in the opinion of my people, rather, I should 
iy, in the opinion of all the deprived nations of the world, whether 
oslem, Christian or belonging to any other religion, one issue is un- 


i well as the millions of deprived peoples of the world who have been 
* iider the yoke of oppression and the pressure of colonialism, particu- 

■ irly on the part of the United States, expressed most recently by pres- 

■ ire applied by Carter, have all been waiting for a kind word from the 
'»pe all these years. They expected the Pope to at least give a stem 

nothing but a stammering tongue. God protect'you aU and "give youna^nsofth^woriM^ P ° WCTS ^ haVC been exploiting the 

For fifty years, the noblest of our youth have been killed and 
Undergone inhuman and savage torture by agents of the shah and the 
IJI.S. During all these years, the Pope neither supported our oppressed 
rople nor made an effort to mediate. All of a sudden, when our youth, 
lio had been under pressure and who. had suffered for many years', 
tiiok over the den of espionage and arrested some persons in that house 
I spies, against whom there is sufficient evidence of wrong-doing, the 
'<»pe has decided to mediate. 

'.Center for Espionage and Conspiracy 

The best evidence is that in the course of the three hours while the 


success in all affairs. 

Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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yoiitJi vere struggling to penetrate the den of spies, the Embassy pei 
sonnel were busy destroying the documentary evidence, leaving only; 
pile of powder behind. If the building vere truly an Embassy and ii 
these papers were truly Embassy documents, there would have been n< 
need to destroy them so hastily. 

Now that the conspiring has been made evident to us, conspiracj 
not only against Iran, but against Islam and against humanity in general 
our people both within and outside the country, along with the peopl 
of other nations, are supporting this brave act. Embassies are not per 
nutted to spy and it is our legal right to prevent them from spying Ex 
perts have shown that the U.S. embassy was a center of espionage anil 
conspiracy. Now that the conspiratory purpose has been proven, thi 
action of our youth has been supported and confirmed by every sectoi 
of our community, except the few who have deviated. This indicate' 
that it is an action deeply desired by our nation and not just a matte: 
ol caprice. 

What has caused the Pope suddenly to decide that this is the oc 
Casion to intervene for Ihe sake of humanitarian feelings and asks tha 
the conspirators be released? A human being should treat his encmiei 
well. As I understand, our Moslem students have behaved with human 
tty towards them so no one need be concerned about that. 

Now, about their release. We must consider the result toward 
which our nation is directed. Is the object of our young people in 
taking this center actually inhumane? What has made our young peopk 
occupy the center of conspiracy and put a stop to its activities? An 
they, in fact, opposed to human rights? 

Our nation wants back the man who is now in America and 
has caused our nation and people to suffer for thirty-seven years of hi 
treachery. That man ruled for thirty-seven years and stifled our nation 
and our young people who had no freedom or human existence undei 
his oppression. His henchmen admit that with their own hands on thi 
15th of Khordad, 1342 (June 5, 1963), they murdered masses of peo 
pie. They massacred over 100,000 and maimed 100,000 more. Thi 
long-suffering nation only wants its criminal back, to be justly tried 
If he is found guilty of having plundered our wealth, it should bt 


taken away from him. How did he and his agents earn and gather 
such a huge amount of wealth which is all stored in foreign banks in the 
U.S. and other countries of the West? 

I myself and those who are my age have lived through the age 
when his father, Reza Khan, who had nothing, staged his coup d'etat 
lie was a simple soldier. But when he took control, he forcibly seized 
the lands of the people. The green lands of Mozandaran in the north 
were seized by his agents on his claim that they belonged to him. Any 
landowner or religious man who protested, was put into prison and 
some were even killed. 

I, and those my age, still remember the massacre at the Gowhar 
Shad Mosque in Mashhad. They entered the shrine during the ritual 
prayer and killed many innocent people who had gathered to pray. 
When Reza Khan left Iran, he took trunkfuls of Iran’s jewels with him. 
The British took them from him during his exile and there has been 
do news of them since! 

After him, the Allied powers imposed his criminal son upon our 
nation. Our people, considering what they had suffered at the hands of 
Reza Khan, were not willing to accept the son of Reza Khan. But they 
imposed him upon us and this allowed them to impose anything else 
they wanted. He had done countless treacherous deeds during his rule, 
beyond number. One of his deeds was, with the excuse of defending the 
country, to buy arms in return for the oil which he exported to the 
U.S. Because the equipment and weapons were from the U S., military 
bases were established here. He gave our oil and with the income which 
belonged to the people, he established military bases for them. During 
the last 15 years, he has committed other treacheries and killed more of 
our young people than cen be counted. 

Pressure from the Allies 

We had expected that during this period there would have been 
a kind word towards our deprived nation from one of the foreign reli 
gious leaders, in particular, the leader of the Christian world. I cannot 
believe that the Vatican is not aware of these facts . I do not know how 
to explain this unclear issue. I am asked by my nation whether or not 
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the religious Christian community agrees with the crimes vhicli il 
shah committed. How should I answer them? ™ k . 

, Christian clergy know that the Holy Qoraa has stress 

tedtheeffnrt! °?'rh ^ ^ MaF5 '- ^ Qorai1 also suppoi 

ask !hn ! rt / Chns f ian saints ajld scholars. Ve expected the Pope l 
ask about what was happening in our nation. Why doesn’t he asi 

Carter why he accepted such a man like the shah over the will of tl. 

er^ m ASk Cartei j Why the U ' S- isprotectill g such an obviously tread 

the! inTnH 3 m . urderer \ who mled overthirty years in this country. A 
they intending to conspire against this nation in this way? 

We are not surprised that Carter is making every effort toward 

is l b !C’ b ? a r ? 3 politiciai1 - But lt is not sound politics. I 
is a Politics which merely protects personal interests and profit an. 

fs 1V ahaW e tl aTZ 10 Tf* "S' ^ jUStify hei ” ous acts ‘ Cartl ' 

thlt nf hf, W ha r, bCen taken as h 0 Sta S es tell us some 
hing of the conspiracies of the U.S. in this country It is natural thm 

Carter makes every effort possible to secure their release but we ai. 

astonished as to why the Pope should intermediate with an oppressed 

, intcntion u is to the oppressions which occured in 

s country clear to show them to other people and to the deprived 
nations of the world. Why have they performed so many oppreS 
e only want to put a traitor and criminal on trial. 

Trial in the Presence of the Pope’s Representatives 

countrv^ 7 ® would be willin g to see him tried in anothci 

conntrv ?h f th 1 l d0SS1 ® rs of the cnmes he committed are in thi 
i 7 ? 3re ,0nS ° f witnesses w ho live in Iran. The oppressed 
se L i dTn rehgious scholars, university students are all witnes 
ses How is it possible that more than 20 million people be taken om 
of the country to bear witness. But out of respect for the Pope we a.' 
prepared to conduct our trial in the presence of his representative and 
even representatives of our deadly enemy, Carter. P resenidtlve an " 

II P ?u 6 shou,d know that this is not a case which can be perso 

our^natiorf w 1 n ° r any ° ne else can im P° se anything on 

nation. Islam does not allow dictatorship. We have to follow 


die way of the nation. Almighty God and the Prophet of Islam have 
not permitted anyone to impose anything upon his nation. 

It is possible that I might request them to do some thing, a humble 
request, a request that a servant of a nation asks of his nation. But the 
main point is that this problem is not in my hands, I obey the will of 
the people, and the people of Iran have supported the student’s action. 
You may have heard the radio’s announcement of support from many 
groups throughout Iran. 

The care we are seeking is a humanitarian care. The problem is 
that it be in agreement with human rights. Our nation, as a Moslem 
nation, is devoted to human rights. You who are a Christian, follow 
Jesus Christ. You should also look after and protect human rights. It 
is human rights which makes our nation insist that the man be tried, 
so that those who supported and helped him be made known and peo¬ 
ple be made aware of his role as an enemy of humanity. Who obliged 
him to use all his power to oppress us, to commit crimes against us and 
spoil all of our resources? Let this be a lesson for all nations. 

Therefore, I ask the Pope to contact Carter, who appealed to 
him, and try to clear up these problems, and send representatives to 
study them properly. Does the Pope realize that all of the oppressions, 
massacres, plundering were wrong and all of the resources which were 
taken from this poor nation were taken wrongly? Does the Pope 
realize that all of the wealth and resources of this nation have been 
stored in foreign banks through him., while our poor people are still 
living in slums, even near Tehran. They have no house, no bread and 
no jobs? If he has not heard these things before, I bring them to his 
attention now. Considering all these facts, he can hardly declare that 
we should release the hostages without the shah being returned to 
stand trial here, because he and anyone else who comes to realize the 
situation certainly opposes these crimes. 

A Just Trial 

We are asking for nothing illegal. Our request is one which every¬ 
one in the world could accept except Carter. The problem is that the 
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U.S. IS harboring a criminal who kilieil our young people. He has burn 
ed them, tortured them and sawed off their feet. Our request is th*l 
he be delivered to us, in order lo be justly tried in the presence ci! 
representatives from all the nations of the world. 

If we were not right, the people would accept that man hack on 
the throne. Carter acts with might, not right. It is up to the Pope 
considering his spiritual influence, to make this clear to Cartel 
tou should know that those who argue against this point in the nami 
of Jesus Christ, may lie ignoring the movement of the people in theii 
own countries. 

I lie Pope should consider the respect of Christian nations and all 
of the deprived and abased people of the world. He should look aftci 
the honor ol C hristians. He must declare to people like Carter who ait 
acting in the name ol Jesus Christ that their actions are in opposition 
to ihe way of Jesus Christ. You must mention the crimes of Carter to 
people as we did in the case of Mohammad Reza. The people knew him 
but we tried to explain his traits more precisely. You must follow the 
same procedure. We would be most grateful to you. 

If Jesus Christ Were Alive Today 

Considering the lact that we arc oppressed, we ask you for judg¬ 
ment. You must provide salvation for the Christian nations. Nations 
must be saved from actions which are performed in the name of Jesus 
Christ and Christianity but which are in reality, crimes. These actions 
hurt the reputation of Jesus Christ and Christianity. 

II Jesus Christ were alive today, he would condemn Carter. If hi 
were alive today, he would release us from the clutch of this enemy ol 
the people, the enemy ol all humanity. You are a representative ol 
Jesus Christ and thus you must do what he would do. 

I piay that God awakens you to your divine and religious duties 
in that all of them be directed towards oppressed people. We hope the 
Pope turns his attention towards this oppressed nation. We apologize 
that under the present circumstances, we cannot accept his suggestion. 
But he should know that the hostages are being well-treated. I ask that 
you. as the representative of the Pope, personally go to visit them. See 


the condition of their surroundings. Speak with them and ask then 
whether they are comfortable or not. Certainly they are comfortable. 

Vlilitaiy Action and Economic Sanctions 

Carter is like a drowning man. On the one hand, he threatens Iran 
with military action and on the other, with economic sanctions. It is 
regretful that a man who claims to be an Iranian, Bakhtiar, and who 
says, ‘l a in an Iranian before I am a Moslem,’ is neither Iranian nor 
Moslem, when he proposes that Carter impose economic sanctions. He 
is now in England. He believes himself to be a nationalist. He is a living 
example of what I mentioned before. 

I said that the super-powers have been keeping someone for the 
last twenty or thirty years in a political movement or front while that 
person is their agent and their servant. He seeks shelter under the word 
‘nationalist’, such as Bakthair did when he attached himself to Dr. Mos- 
sadeq and announced himself to be a nationalist. They are using him 
after twenty years. He spent many years in the National front, claim¬ 
ing to be an Iranian nationalist by saying, ‘I am an Iranian first, then 
a Moslem.’ We see that he is being groomed as a substitute for God’s 
worst creature, Mohammad Reza. Bakhtiar murdered many people and 
he ordered many crimes and massacres but the people did not obey 
him. Now he suggests that economic sanctions should be imposed upon 
Iran. 

We fear neither military action nor economic sanctions, because 
we are followers of the Imams who gladly welcomed martyrdom. Our 
nation today welcomes martyrdom with joy. Even if America inter¬ 
venes militarily, we are not afraid. There are 35 million Iranians who 
are ready to face the U.S. and ready to die for the sake of justice. 

We are a fighting people. We are not afraid. Our youth have stood 
against tanks, cannon fire and machine guns. So Mr. Carter cannot 
threaten us with armed fire. We are fighters, even though we do not 
have the equipment America has. 

From the economic point of view, I can tell you that our nation 
is used to hunger. We have had these troubles for thirty years. If they 
use economic sanctions against us, we will fast. They arc wrong to think 
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that an economic blockade would affect us. The wheat and oats which 
we plant will be sufficient for us. We will eat meat once a week. We will 
have one meal a day, We are not afraid of such threats. If we had to 
decide between defending our honor or filling our stomachs, we will 
remain hungry. 

I ask you to deliver my greetings to the Pope and convey my 
request through our mutual religious ties and our belief in One Goil 
that he assist this oppressed nation by giving wise and fatherly counsel 
to the super-powers. 

Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 


AMERICAN DOMINATION 
OF OUR MOVEMENT MEANS 
DOMINATION OF MOSLEMS 

November 22, 1979. Imam Khomeini’s message to the officers of the 
Pakistan Armed Forces and General Navaz upon their return from 
the pilgrimage. 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

How blessed you are that you were able to make the Pilgrimage to 
the center of revelation and Medina, the center of the mission. May 
God accept you, our brothers’, pilgrimage. We are brothers with all 
Moslem countries. We are one with them in their sorrow and their 
happiness and we hope that they are one in ours. Today, our country is 
confronted by a great satanic power which has illegally ruled our Mos¬ 
lem nations and other eastern countries for one hundred yeais. In the 
last 50 years, their agents, father and son, Reza Khan and Mohammad 
Reza, have committed oppressions and crimes. Towards the end, their 
crimes increased with the support of super-powers, in particular the 
United States. 

Our nation could tolerate the crimes no longer. Trusting in God 
and Islam, as well as having the Unity of Word, we revolted and des¬ 
troyed the corrupt monarchial regime and established the Islamic Re¬ 
public here. 

While we are busy reconstructing the ruins which have been crea¬ 
ted in this country during the time of the domination of savage foreig¬ 
ners and cleansing it of their agents, we are confronted by the United 
States. We know that the countries of our brothers and Islamic nations 
were occupied by oppression and threats at the same time as we were. 

We hope that just as we revolted against the oppressor, our bro¬ 
ther Moslem nations who live under the force and pressure of oppres¬ 
sion will also revolt. I am pleased to hear the Pakistani people have 
stood up against the United States and that their universities have been 
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dosed for three clays. This is most heartening news for our oppressed 
nation that it is not left alone. All Moslems must become as one hand. 
They must become one unit, gather together and become one. They 
should not know each other to be separate from each other. They must 
not consider bordeis to be causes of division. 

If Moslems combine together, they will become a great power. 
They have a great deal of resources. If they unite with each other, in 
spite of their frontiers, their hearts will unite and they will become a 
great power. They are a great population of more than one billion 
people. They have many resources and are not in need of other coun¬ 
tries. On the contrary. other countries need them. Unfortunately, the 
false propaganda of history Inis made them frightened of the super¬ 
powers. The super-power's used propaganda to frighten them so that 
we will think that they are unconquerable and that they will destroy 
any nation which breathes. 

Invitation from Moslem Nations 

We have seen that it is all propaganda. The super-powers cannot 
play witli the destiny of a country when its people unite with each 
other. We trust in God. We trust in Islam. God and Islam are our 
supports. We hope all Moslem nations will join us in the confrontation 
between Islam and disbelief. Our confrontation with the United States 
is a confrontation between Islam and disbelief. If they dominate our 
movement, with the Will of God, this will never be, they will have 
dominated Islam and Moslems. All Moslems should realize that it is 
not simply a question of our existence or non-existence but it is a 
question of the whole destiny of Islam and Moslems. This is why all 
Moslems must participate in this struggle. If, God forbid, our movment 
is weakened or destroyed, all eastern countries, and, in particular, all 
Moslems, will be dominated and destroyed. 

1 request all Moslem nations, all Moslem armies, all Moslem 
military forces and all heads of Islamic countries to cooperate with oui 
movement and join us in this confrontation between Islam and dis¬ 
belief which is not a confrontation between Iran and the United States, 
but between ail disbelief and the whole of Islam. 
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Moslems must arise so that they will be victorious in this confron¬ 
tation. They must not be afraid because the United States is a super¬ 
power and they will destroy us. They are a satanic power. It is all pro¬ 
paganda. The United States can do nothing against Moslems. All they 
can do is show off. The attention of the world is revited upon this 
confrontation. They are waiting to see what will happen. 

There have been many discrepancies in the United States. The 
American Black people, who have been oppressed in the United States, 
are in agreement with us. They may also revolt. All Moslems must sup¬ 
port us at this most sensitive junction and believe in themselves. They 
must know Iran to be the same as other Moslem nations such as Pakis¬ 
tan, Iraq. Indonesia, etc. All of them must arise and demonstrate 
against the oppression that the United States is committing against ns. 

Childish Motive 

A criminal has burned this country for 50 years. He imprisoned 
people. He carried out several massacres, lie painted the cobblestone 
and asphalt of our streets with the blood of our youth. He stole and 
robbed our resources. They have given this criminal, who has commit¬ 
ted all these crimes, refuge which is against all international laws. Ac¬ 
cording to international law, a criminal should be tried in his own 
country, but they are keeping him with the use of a childish motive. 
Now that we ask tor his return, they try to frighten us with their navy 
entering the Persian Gulf. They try to frighten us with their planes. 
What are we frightened of? Are we afraid of their planes? Do we fear 
lHeir navy? We are a people who cherish martyrdom. Our people desire 
martyrdom. How can they frighten a nation which wishes for martry- 
dom .’ They frighten us with death. Our people consider martyrdom to 
be an honor, they frighten us with death? Death is frightening to those 
who do not believe in the hereafter. What do those who believe in God 
and the Day of Judgment fear by death? 

Carter Makes a Mistake 

Carter makes mistakes. He believes he can use military interven¬ 
tion here. The world will not allow it. I he people of the United States 
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will not permit it. It is not an easy matter for the United States to 
slaughter our nation. He cannot do it and even if he could,our people 
would Fight him with tooth and nail and destroy those forces. 

Our young people have announced that in the case of military 
intervention, they will blow up the U.S. embassy with all the hostages. 
We cannot prevent our young people from seeking their right and de¬ 
manding the return of a person who killed their brothers, their fathers 
and their husbands. What do they expect? Do they expect the United 
States to make a mistake and our people to remain silent and watch 
while they come and their parachutists come. Let them try. How can 
they? We will destroy all of them even if we ourselves be killed. Yes. 
We will destroy them. 

My brothers, convey my greetings to your army and tell them on 
my behalf that their Iranian brothers are confronting disbelief. You 
must arise. The army of Pakistan will arise against the oppression which 
is being committed to their brothers here. Our revolution is against dis¬ 
belief. This will influence your destiny. If Iran is defeated, the East 
is defeated. If Iran is defeated, the oppressed are defeated. All of us 
must unite and arise and push this corrupt state out of our history or 
at least our of our countries.In this way, they will not be able to send 
their consultants, agents and plunderers to plunder us. We have to re¬ 
move such thoughts from their minds and we will. 

May God grant all of our brothers security, honor and well-being. 
May God strengthen Islam. May God strengthen the Moslem armies. 
May God protect those Moslem heads of state who support Islam and 
serve Moslems. God bless all of you. 


Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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MR. CARTER’S FAILURE TO RECOGNIZE 
THE DEPTH OF THE PRESENT ISLAMIC MOVEMENT 
IS HIS WORSE FAULT 

fovemeber 25, 1979. Imam Khomeini’s reply to sixteen well-known 
Liberation Movements throughout the world. The following is the text 
if the Imam’s message which was sent to the liberation movements 
irganizations of Algeria. 


In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

We appreciate having received your cable in support of the op- 
iressed people of Iran and of their arising to demand their rights from 
!he government of the United States of America. You know that the 
riminal and the traitor, the deposed shah, who brought so much des- 
iruction to Iran during his rule, who plundered the resources and the 
ireasury of our nation and by whose acts the nation has mourned the 
bss of its brave youths, has now been provided shelter by the American 
(ovemment. 

It is the undeniable right of a nation to call a person who is a 
criminal to justice, and it is an unquestionable provision in international 
law which calls for the trial of a criminal in the country where he com¬ 
mitted his crimes. Mr. Carter has breached all human righs with the 
lid of bayonets, in response to a nation which is only asking for its 
rights. He has initiated plots and made attempts to frighten Iran with 
ihreats of military interference and economic blockade.' Mr. Carter’s 
resoning is such that it makes him resort to military might in response 
lo the just demands of a nation. Mr. Carter’s principles are typical of 
Ihe Middle Ages and the law of the jungle that prevail over all other 
human and international laws. This is the logic of oppressors in their 
lealings with the oppressed people. Any power which does not stem 
from human and divine principles will blind the eyes and will corrupt 
Ihe mind. 
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Mr. Carter’s failure to understand and recognize the depth of the 
present Islamic movement is the worst of his faults. People like hint 

look down upon the present movments. They look down upon the n;i f the world who arises to rescue his nation. We totally support 
tions which have rid themselves of the yoke of dependence . They have ur Palestinian brothers against the usurper Israel and, God willing, 
the typical melancholic ideas and lunacy of the powerful, the opprcs ie will triumph over the enemies of humanity. May the Divine assist 
sors. The Islamic nations must awaken the illusions of people through s and the triumph of Moslems be near. I pray to God Almighty tor 
the Unity of the Word and their trust in God. The east, all of the n;i re health and prosperity of you all. 
tions of the oppressed people, the super-powers and the oppressors 

should find their clue place and that which they are looking for.The o|> ;ace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 

pressed people should rid themselves of their bondage to satanic propa 

ganda and find the true power of the populous. The super-powers art 

aware of the poverty of the oppressed when faced with developing 

nations. 

I pray tor world peace and hope for the curtailment of cruelty 
You dear brothers who have arisen in revolt for the freedom of yow 
countries, it is now time that you warn your nations and liberate the 
minds of your fellow countrymen from the effects of intimidation 
when confronted by the West and that of the oppressors. Join out 
movement which is the Islamic movement of the oppressed people 

Islam finds itself today faced with irreligion and the logic ol 
violence. Our movment is an Islamic one. It is the movement ol the 
oppressed people of the world previous to its being the movement <>l 
the people of Iran. I call all Moslems ol the world and all oppressed 
nations to arise. I call on the endless oceans of human beings through 
out the world to arise and protect their national and Islamic flags 

Israel took Jerusalem from the hands of the Moslems and latei 
found herself benefitting from the lack of initiative of the government 1 ' 

Now, apparently the United States and its colony, Israel, has deckled 
to maintain control of the great mosque and the Prophet s mosqm 
I see that Moslems are still sitting by quietly showing indifference 
You Moslems of the world, it is now time for you to arise and defend 
Islam and the place of prophetic revelations. Do not be afraid ol I In 
problems facing you. Islam needs you today and you are responsible 
to God Almighty. Trust in God and proceed under one banner. 

We support all oppressed nations. This is a duty which has been 
entrusted to us by Islam. We protect you and any person in any pm I 
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LET THE CHURCH BELLS RING FOR THE 
DEPRIVED .AND AfiASFft PFOPTF 

OF THE WORLD Carter ’ the leader of the oppressor of the world, has demanded 

hat church bells throughout America, ring for the sake of spies against 
December 23, 1979. Imam Khomeini gave the following message on the^ ie oppressed people of Iran. It would be appropriate if you rang the 
occasion of Christinas. In this message, the Imam once again seriously ' iurc ^ bells by the command of God and the edict of Jesus Christ for 
condemns the U.S. government’s policy of criminal interference in the*'® deprived nations whose existence has fallen under the boots of Car- 
affairs of other countries and particularly, in Iran. The Imam, in quo- crs executioners. 

ting some verses from the Qoran and the Bible, invites all of the Chris- Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice, who are trying 
dans of the world, especially the Christian leaders and priests to sup- :) establish justice. Woe be unto those who, contrary to the edicts of 
port the rights of the deprived nations. csus Christ and all the prophets, labor on behalf of the oppressors and 

pies and trample on the rights of nations. 

In the Name of God Nations and disciples of Jesus Christ, the spirit of God, arise! 

the Merciful, the Compassionate dse and defend the honor of Jesus Christ and Christian nations. Do not 

•low your enemies to misuse the divine teachings and oppose heavenly 
O ye who believe! Always stand up for God, bearing witness with ecrees an d misrepresent Christian nations and Christian spiritual lead- 
justice, and let not hatred of a people incite you not to act equitably. rs to t ^ ie °PP re ssed nations of the world. 

Act ye equitably that is nearer to piety. Fear ye God. Verily God is not be deceived by the presence of the super-powers in chur- 

aware of what ye do. (5:8) and their praying for spies and traitors, who oppose the oppressed 

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for justice, for they shall 11 d deprived peoples. Their only thought is greater power and attain- 
be filled. (Mathew, 5) ng lead ership of the world which is in contrast to the divine teachings. 

Blessed are those who endeavour for justice for theirs is the king-^ ur na ^ on has for years suffered in anguish from the hypocrisy of op- 
dom of Heaven. (Mathew, 5) ressors. 

On the blessed occasion of Christmas, the birthday of Jesus Christ. Nations of Christ! Ask yourself why it is that Mr. Carter did not 
the most respected Prophet who was appointed by God to support thc’ ra ^ and not as ^ *bat church bells ring for the massacres in Iran, 
oppressed and establish justice and mercy and through his divinely in- icdnam ’ Palestine and Lebanon and other areas? But now, in order 
spired words and angelic deeds, condemn oppressors and tyrants anil 1 re_e l ec ted as President of the U.S. and in order to continue several 
support the oppressed, deprived and abased people, I offer my greetings l0re y ears oppression against weaker nations, he prays and asks that 
to all of the oppressed nations of the world, Christian nations and 11 c * 1Undl bells ring out. 

Christians of Iran and the rest of the world. Fathers of the Church, arise! Rise and release Jesus Christ from 

Fathers of the Church, Christian clergy, followers of Jesus Christ' 10 cdaws these executioners because that great prophet resents the 
arise! Rise up and support the oppressed and deprived people of thcPP^ 501 ^ w ^° uses re bgion as a means of oppression, who prays to 
world who have been seized by the claws of the arrogant. Let your scend to the throne of oppression, who oppresses humanity. All divine 
church bells for once ring for the oppressed people of Iran and for thr' a<dl ' n ® s ’ descended from Heaven, are to save the oppressed peoples, 
denunciation of the oppressors so that God’s will be done and the ^ deprived people of the world, arise! Rise and unite. Push the 
edicts of Jesus Christ be obeyed. ppressors off the stage because the earth belongs to God and the 

cprived are its inheritors. 


82 


83 


EVERYTHING RELATING TO JESUS CHRIST 
WAS A MIRACLE 

American people! Do not listen to tlie propaganda of Presidents 

because their only thought is to attain power. Rest assured that oui) ccem |> er 27,1979. Imam Khomeini met with six Christian priests who 
youth treat the spies fairly because Islam commands one to have mercyi a <j come to Iran to visit the hostages. At this meeting. Dr. Thomas 
upon captives, even if they are oppressors or spies. Cricks, Georgetown University professor of Middle Eastern history, 

American people! Demand Carter to hand over the criminal, thvhanked the Iranian people for their hospitality. He said they had gone 
deposed shah, to Iran. He is the key to the release of the spies. Chns 0 the Behesht-i-Zahra Cemetry in Tehran to pray for the late Ayatollah 
tians! Pray and ring your church bells and ask God to render youf a i e qani and the martyrs of the Iranian Revolution. He went on to say 
Presidents with justice and equity. Blessed are those who seek andhat he prayed to God to guide them to find other ways to face the 
pray for justice. iresent crisis in order to turn tlie current confrontation into coopera- 

ion. While humanity is going towards violence and war, the way of 
Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. iod is pointed towards peace and forgiveness. The Imam, in reply made 

he following comments. 


In the Name of God. 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

Greetings to all the oppressed nations of the world, the Christian 
mtions, and our Christian compatriots on the occasion of Christmas, 
everything relating to Jesus Christ was a miracle. It was a miracle that 
le was born of a virgin mother. It was a miracle that he spoke in his 
:radle. It was a miracle that he brought humanity peace, happiness 
ind spirituality. All the prophets were miracles, and they came to shape 
mmanity. They all want humanity to take the straight, divine path, 
ind for.everyonc to live in peace, happiness and fraternity. 

The people of the world are today afflicted by the great satanie 
>owers who prevent the teachings of the prophets from being realized. 
The Christian clergy have many peculiarities, as the super-powers are 
Christians or lay claims to Christianity. In contradiction to the words 
t>f God the Almighty, the super-powers act against Jesus Christ’s teac- 
lings. According to the teachings of Christ and Almighty God, the 
hristian clergy have a duty to wage a spiritual war against the super- 
)owers who act contrary to the way of the prophets and the way of 
Christ. 
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You went to Behesht-i-Zahra and saw some of the martyrs' grazes 
Wherever you go in Iran, you will see such graves. You have not seen 
our wounded. Everywhere in Iran you will see people who have losl 
their limbs or have been injured under the old regime and are unable 
to lead normal lives. I wish you Christian clergymen could stay bilran 
for a while and travel to various towns, villages and hamlets to see the 
results of the crimes committed by the deposed shah who was suppoi 
ted by American presidents. I wish you could go and see the crimes ol 
those imposed on us by U.S. presidents. 

But you can see what they did to our youths in underground 
cells just because our youth wanted independence for the country, 
Time is lacking now for even a brief account of the crimes they com 
mitted against our youths. Suffice it to say that they amputated the 
limbs of many of our youths, they charred or broiled many others, 
and cut off the limbs of many children in front of their parents so that 
the parents would confess. They did things which it would be shameful 
to tell. They did all this on the grounds that they were commissioned 
by the big powers, that they had a mission to fulfill in this country 
They committed crimes here and put the blame on the U.S. govern 
ment for what they did. They did things to foul the name and holiness 
of Jesus Christ in the eyes of the people. Christian clergymen have a 
responsibility to rescue Jesus from this entanglement to which your 
presidents have brought him. Jesus looks to Christian clergymen and 
scholars. He is looking at you with intent eyes to see what you will 
do with these cruel people who acted like this towards others. 

Have you ever brought up or discussed such crimes in your chur¬ 
ches? Has the Pope ever done anything about these crimes? Has the 
Pope condemned us because we have kept the hostages? Does the Pope 
know what jobs these people had? Is it in keeping with the dignity ol 
a clergyman to condemn an oppressed nation? Would it be justified to 
condemn a nation which was under the yoke of governments which 
only apparently adhered to Christianity? Did any person among the 
Christian clergy ever protest against the cruel crimes which were coni 
mitted in Iran? 

On the occasion of the birthday of Jesus Christ, we wrote an 


article about the crimes which had been committed in Iran , but to our 
regret we heard that the Pope would not approve the printing of our 
article. Why should the Christian clergy have such an attitude towards 
the oppressed peoples? 

Why should the followers of the gospel of the Lord Jesus condemn 
us, and why should they be biased towards acts of cruelty? Are you not 
aware that they have plundered the wealth of this country? And that 
they have left behind a hungry nation? Do you not know that they sub¬ 
jected this nation to oppression and torture over a period of 50 years 
and that they robbed her whole wealth to pay the big powers? Does the 
Christian clergy not know that in blatant violation of the teachings of 
the prophets and of Jesus, Mr. Carter has frozen the assets of Iran in 
all banks? Do you realize how they want to exert pressure on an oppres 
sed nation? Do you know that by his proposal for economic sanctions, 
Mr. Carter intends to kill a nation of 35 million by starvation. 

Is the Pope aware of all this or has he been misinformed about 
events in Iran? If he is, it is a misery for us, for the Christian world 
and for the Christian clergy, and if he is not, it is a disgrace for the 
Vatican. Why should you people who have come here not give an 
account of the issues here as you see them? Would the Vatican not 
rely on your words? Would the Vatican only accept reports from the 
big powers? 

Are you aware of the U.S. mass media’s war against us? Do you 
realize that all this propaganda in the United States is precisely against 
the demands of the oppressed people in the world? But you say it is 
not your responsibility to prevent all this misleading propaganda. The 
Pope apparently is not responsible for checking the acts of those 
who are waging war against us with their pens and by other practical 
means. If this is not his responsibility, then whose is it? Whoever on 
the earth should propagate Christianity? Whose duty is it to teach 
people the gospel? 

But the sufferings here are varied and many, and time is lacking 
for us to investigate the pains and afflictions of the oppressed nation. 
But I would like to send a message to the American nation, to the 
clergy in the United States and to the Christian clergy through you. 1 
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LIBERATION MOVEMENT’S CONFERENCE CONVENES IN IRAN 


call on you all to save Christianity, to save the oppressed inasses now, 
at this moment when the Messiah and Christianity are facing a challenge 
and so is the Pope. 

On this holy day, which should be a day of peace, the U.S. Presi¬ 
dent has started wars everywhere. He suppresses the oppressed while 
the Christian clergy are silent onlookers. May God Almighty save man¬ 
kind from the evils of those who act against the Divine teachings, 
against the teachings of the Kingdom of Heaven and may God Almighty 
rescue the oppressed from the claws of the oppressors. 

Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 


January 6,1980. The Six-day World Liberation Movement’s Conference 
was attended by representatives of tens of liberations movements from 
different countries, who were invited by Moslem Students Adhering to 
the Imam’s Line. The conference opened with a message from Imam 
Khomeini. 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the C mpassionate 

Now that a number of the Liberation Movements and a group who 
struggle in order to gain freedom have gathered together in Iran to see 
and understand our country at close hand, and sense our difficulties, it 
has been suggested that we send them a message. 

I do not know where to begin. Should I begin with the difficulties 
that have been imposed upon our people throughout history and in par¬ 
ticular, in the present century or should I begin with the difficulties 
which the arrogant and super-powers have imposed upon the deprived 
of the world? Whom should I cry out against? The men in power, the 
oppressors, the plunderers who bear witness to the crimes of oppressors 
and who do not rise up in revolt? Or should I complain of the people 
who have willingly consented to being slaves in the hands of foreigners 
and who do not follow the example of the bold and the brave people of 
Iran to defeat the super-powers? A nation which with its bare hands, 
but a sincere faith, has succeeded in bringing the criminal U.S. govern¬ 
ment to its knees, expel the ex-shah and which, God willing, will con¬ 
tinue its struggle until such time as it puts an end to all manifestations 
of dependence. Or should I complain of the Islamic governments which 
have the weapon of oil at their disposal and other resources whereby 
they could make the West and East yield to them but who themselves 
do not use this weapon for freeing themselves from the yoke of the 
imperialism of the West or East? 

Liberation movements and movements in pursuit of independence 
und freedom! Rise in revolt. Tell your nations and Iranian nations that 
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it is more disgraceful and shameful to submit to oppressions and cruelty 
than it is to do injustice to others. Tell your governments to rescue 
themselves from the self-imposed lassitude and abjection. Tell them all 
to turn to Islam and to Islamic brotherhood. 

Oh you impoverished masses of the world! Arise in revolt and 
rescue yourselves from the claws of the enemies of humanity. Do not 
continue to submit to injustice, for God will aid the oppressed. 

Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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THE IRANIAN NATION SHOULD BE 
A MODEL FOR OTHER NATIONS 


January 10, 1980. Representatives of the world liberation movements 
met with Imam Khomeini. In his speech to the visiting members of the 
liberation movements, the Imam said that the super-powers depend on 
the third world countries for much of their needs and that one day, if 
the countries of the third world would use the weapons which they al¬ 
ready have at their disposal, the super-powers would be subjugated. The 
following is the text of the Imam’s spec ch. 

In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

I thank you very much gentlemen for having come here to see at 
close hand the conditions of the country. I am afraid, however, that 
you cannot see everything. For more than 50 years our nation has been 
embroiled in chaotic conditions that were created by two illegal and 
cruel rulers. One of them, Reza Khan, was imposed upon us by the 
British, and the second one by the three governments of Britain, the 
United States and the Soviet Union. One cannot enumerate the crimes 
that were committed against this nation during this past century, since 
the documents of these criminal acts are not all available. There is not 
any one person who can claim to be cognizant of all the crimes that 
were committed in this country. Nobody knows, except for the men 
who ruled here in the past, and except, perhaps, for their close relatives 
and the insiders. Therefore, it is impossible for you to witness the 
whole of the documents pertaining to such crimes. At best, you can 
only learn by word of mouth, or you may perhaps have seen just a 
small group of the people who were injured and became invalids in their 
struggle against the past regime. But the nations of the east will not 
reach independence unless they realize that the east is a geographical 
area like any other place in the world and that they, too, are nations, 
by no means inferior to any other nation. 

The east has long since lost its identity in its confrontation 
with the west. The people of the east have lost their cultural identity. 
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They have lost the great culture of Islam which is by far superior to 
resources, but they have taken everything from you and above that, 
they have sowed discord among people. They have also beguiled our 
youth in two ways: first, they have distorted the culture of the east, 
and secondly, they have published their own ideologies which have 
even failed in their own countries. But due to their widespread propa¬ 
ganda, our youth have taken to these ideologies. In still another inva¬ 
sion, they established places for demoralizing our youth; the places 
which enchanted and attracted our youth and in which they gradually 
lost their identity. There were more places for moral corruption in 
Tehran than there were libraries. They deprived and stripped our youth 
of the power typical of the young people so that by denuding our 
youth from its necessary faculties, they could better plunder our wealth 
before the eyes of indifferent people. 

This was the situation during the past regime. They had taken our 
youth to places of corruption. All newspapers and magazines here had 
devoted their whole effort to preaching corruption and so had our radio 
and television stations. The whole of our mass media had mobilized 
themselves for wasting our youth. Another plot for ruling the morality 
of our people was the spread of narcotics and alcohol in our country. 
Narcotics and alcohol were long in vogue among our youth for our 
enemies realized that and by making our youth addicted to such things, 
they could better continue to plunder our wealth. They did not want 
our youth to ask who was taking away our oil, or how much of it and 
why. They did not want our youth to ask why there was suppressed in 
the country and why there was no freedom for the people. 

Such were the plans and the conspiracies of imperialism for our 
country. They had invariably the same conspiracies for your countries. 
Therefore, it remains your duty as well as the duty of all other people 
who love their country, who love their nation, and who love Islam to 
eliminate all these symptoms which have become the principal prob¬ 
lems of our countries. Your immediate concern should be to restore 
the misled brains to their normal course. The universities should 
provide proper education to the youth if their administrators have faith 
in Islam. We must do our best to rid our youth from this spirit which 
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is commonly known here as ‘westoxication’. 

It is unfortunate that the government seldom shows any concern 
with these issues. But if they love Islam and their country and their 
people, they should adopt a different attitude in their approach to the 
issues. The Moslem countries are vast and rich. They all need you. The 
supeT-powers need you. If any day you should use the weapons which 
you have at your disposal, your enemies would yield. But, despite all 
this, they continue to plunder our wealth while the governments have 
become subordinate to the super-powers. This situation now necessi¬ 
tates a reform which could elevate the people to virtues typical of the 
early Islamic period. Already, our people have become, to some extent, 
similiar to the people of the early Islamic period and this same change 
was responsible for the triumph of our Revolution. The Iranian nation 
must serve as a model to other nations. If the people should all decide 
to find shelter under one single cause, that cause is Islam. The Moslems, 
with all the resources and wealth which they have, are destined to gain 
prestige in the entire world. But despite all this, the super-powers do 
not want such a status for Moslems. Therefore, it remains your duty to 
increase the consciousness of your people. 

I pray to God Almighty for His awakening of the Moslem people 
and for Moslems to close ranks and feel like brothers and abandon all 
differences. I also hope that the governments will put an end to differ¬ 
ences among themselves. 

I hope that God Almighty will eliminate these problems and that 
the Moslem people will be a whole, unified mass throughout the world. 


Peace be upon you, and the Mercy and Blessings of God. 
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WE WILL DEFEND OUR COUNTRY AND ISLAM 
WITH THE LAST DROP OF OUR BLOOD 

January 12, 1980. In connection with news from Mexico that the Secre¬ 
tary of the Russian Embassy had announced that Iran had requested 
military assistance from Russia, the following message from Imam 
Khomeini was published. 


In the Name of God 
the Merciful, the Compassionate 

A few days ago. a paper was published in Tabriz saying that Kho¬ 
meini had asked for military assistance from Russia. I had supposed 
that it was an obviously false rumor which someone had written who 
had a particular intention. Thus, I took no notice of it. But tonight, my 
attention turned to the Pars News Agency who quoted the French 
News having said, ‘The Secretary of the Russian Embassy in Mexico has 
announced that the Soviet Union is ready to assist Iran in their stand 
against U.S. pressure.’ He had also mentioned that Russian assistance 
will also include military assistance. He has clearly stated that such as¬ 
sistance will be given to Iran providing the Iranian Government and 
Khomeini ask for it. He had also spoken some other nonsense. 

I announce to the Islamic Revolutionary Council and the Foreign 
Ministry of Iran to give notice to the Russian Embassy in Tehran that 
the words of the Secretary of the Russian Embassy in Mexico should 
be taken back and the repetition of such insulting matters must cer¬ 
tainly be prevented. 

The Iranian government and I do not permit the Russian govern¬ 
ment or any other government to 'publish such baseless matters which 
are insulting to our sacred affairs and to the noble people of Iran. The 
criminals, America and Russia, should know that we stand, with all of 
our power, against the aggression of any government to our country. 
We will defend our country and Islam with the last drop of our blood. 
The repetition of these matters will cause our brave nation to perform 
acts which will have regretable consequences for the Russians and may 
cause us to review the relationship between our government and theirs. 
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